
American civilization was founded on the 
premise of a Judeo-Christian monotheistic 
worldview that teaches a personal Creator 
God who exists apart from His creation. 
This separation of God from creation is 
important to our understanding as it should 
be quite clear that God is not creation and 
creation is not God. Conversely, in our 
postmodern/post Christian culture, the 
distinction between God and creation is 
being blurred. This is certainly not new, but 
the West, especially America, has never 
witnessed such a rapid replacement of its 
once Christian worldview in favor of a 
pagan one. 
 
Francis Schaeffer once said, "The greatest 
effect of the twentieth century is that we 
don't realize we're being affected". In light 
of this statement, a question needs to be 
asked: Would the average American 
recognize they are being affected by an 
occult or pagan worldview? This question 
may be rhetorical, because it is possible to 
be affected by something without realizing 
it. 
 
There are other metaphors that express 
warning of Schaeffer's statement. We've 
heard the story about the "frog in the 
kettle" that illustrates a lack of awareness 
of gradual changes until it is too late to 
escape from destruction.  Another apt 
illustration is the tale of The Trojan Horse 
in which subterfuge was used to smuggle 
enemy forces into a securely protected 
fortress. The same can be said of the 
hidden occult nature of paganism. Because 
we haven't recognized it as a "Trojan 
horse”, the effects often catch us by 
surprise. 

 Paganization of America By Rev. Clete Hux 
 
Paul alluded to such a shift in worship and 
worldview when he said “the truth of God is 
exchanged for a lie and people worshiped 
and served the creature, rather than the 
Creator” (Rom. 1:22). It should not surprise 
us when we hear about “tree huggers and 
rock huggers” or that people actually worship 
the earth. Why? Because people are created 
to worship, not creation, but the Creator. 
When they cease worshipping the God who 
created them, they do not become atheistic. 
They are still made “in God's image”. They 
will worship something. So, they worship 
creation. This is the essence of the pagan 
worldview, an inversion of the Biblical 
worldview. 

   
Not only is the personal transcendent Creator 
robbed of rightful worship, He is also 
stripped of his divinity. Creation has now 
divinized itself. These individuals no longer 
have a vertical relationship with God, only a 
horizontal relationship with creation. 
 
There is no better example of this than 
WICCA (official religion of witchcraft) and 
nature religions that seek to “honor the divine 
in all things”. All one has to do to see our 
culture's fascination with WICCA or neo-
paganism is just take a look at TV listings of 
witchcraft or occult related programming 
such as: Witches of Eastwick, Sabrina the 
Teenage Witch, Charmed, Twitches, 
Passions, The Witches, The Blair Witch 
Project, Salem, The Covenant, and many 
more too numerous to list here. The point is 
we have been experiencing a heavy dose of 
paganism, desensitizing us to the occult. As a 
society, we no longer see the dangers we 
once did. 

   From the 
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Does all 
this rule 
making 
make life 
better for 
us? Are 
we safer? 
 

(continued on page 7) 
 
 

 
           
 Each year for the past twenty years Clyde 
Crews of the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
has updated his assessment of the federal 
regulatory government. Over the course of 
that time span the various federal agencies 
have drafted over 81,000 final rules and 
regulations governing the lives of Americans. 
In 2012 alone, these agencies crafted 3,708 
new rules based off of 127 laws passed by 
Congress. The costs of these rules and 
regulations stands at over $1.8 trillion 
annually which imposes a $14,678 additional 
cost above taxes on the average American 
household. Does all this rule making make 
life better for us? Are we safer? 
 
 I seriously doubt that we are. Rather, I 
suspect that we are far worse off and less 
safe than we would otherwise be. Not only 
that, I suspect that there is an encroaching 
lawlessness that can be associated with all of 
this rule making. The reason why is that no 
one human being can know each and every 
one of the rules made during the past twenty 
years not to mention the mountain of 
previously adopted regulations. As a result, 
we will simply ignore the rules and live out 
our individual lives. In doing so we are most 
likely to violate at least a handful of these 
rules on a daily basis. This reality never 
occurs to us since it would be impossible for 
the enforcers of these rules to penalize every 
violation with hundreds of millions of such 
violations occurring daily. In turn, the 
enforcers are likely to only enforce the rules 
for politically expedient ends thus 
undercutting the important principle of the 
impartial enforcement of the law. The end 
result is a declining respect for the law. 
 
 How did we get here? With the rise of the 
progressive movement in this country during 

W  O  R  L  D  V  I  E  W  S  

the last half of the nineteenth century there 
has been an increasing push for legal 
positivism. The main idea behind such 
positivism is that human nature and society 
can be altered or socially engineered to bring 
out better results. This concept goes directly 
against the older natural law conception of 
things that the purpose of the law is to 
equally protect every individual’s life, 
liberty, and property. Instead, positivists are 
quite willing to violate those rights if it is 
thought that such violations will bring about 
a greater social good. Under the older 
political theory the nature of laws is pretty 
straight forward. Namely, our legislature 
would pass laws that provide a basis for 
punishing individuals who transgress the 
natural rights of others. However, under 
positivism there is no particular limit to the 
direction that the legal code might take in 
order to achieve some ends desired by those 
in charge. As a result, power and control 
tends to become more and more concentrated 
no matter who is put in charge. This is why 
the number of rules has increased every year 
regardless of whether Republicans or 
Democrats won the elections 
 
. Clyde Wayne Crews, The Ten Thousand 
Commandments 2013: A Snapshot of the Federal 
Regulatory State:http://cei.org/studies/ten-thousand-
commandments-2013  
 

For more 
information about Paul Cleveland or to 
purchase one of his books visit 
www.boundarystone.org 

 Rule Makers Gone Wild 
by Paul Cleveland 
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After seeing the movie, Noah, portrayed by Russell 
Crowe, for Christians the most common question 
seems to be:  Is the movie's portrayal true to the 
biblical account?  My perspective is yes and no.  To 
label the movie as an “equal opportunity offender” 
would be fair in that there are satisfying and 
unsatisfying parts for atheists and Christians of all 
persuasions alike.  For instance, the apparent rapid 
building of the ark by repentant fallen angels turned 
rock giants, leaving out the one hundred years of ark 
construction and “repent and be saved” preaching by 
Noah, seems to fail the biblical test for everyone.  
Certainly, it seems unrealistic to expect Hollywood to 
not fill in perceived story gaps to create more drama 
and connect the dots for their entertainment audience 
and that is what they have done here.  Their purpose 
and God's are quite different. 
 
I could fill the equivalent of several newsletters to 
describe the detailed divergences but will instead give 
my perspective on what biblical truths they did depict 
well.  God's big story as revealed in the Bible is a 
story of redemption, how God wants our relationship 
with Him and with others to be.  It is not meant to be 
primarily a history book full of details to have 
conflicts over.  I was pleasantly surprised that many 
aspects of God's redemptive story could be clearly 
seen in the movie.  Although the conversation may 
begin about what was left out, added, or wrong, I 
believe this is an opportunity for believers to engage 
each other and non believers about the redemptive 
themes the movie portrays. 
 
The creation process is depicted in the biblical 
sequence, as arising from nothing and Adam and Eve 
as special creations of God, not products of mindless 
evolutionary process. 
 
Noah's story is, after all, just a small part of God's big 
story where He demonstrates His love and mercy by 
preserving a remnant of His people to establish the 
Messianic line of Christ and for a gift to His one and 
only Son.   This He does while man is universally 
sinful, which Noah acknowledges of himself and his 
family.  Recognition of our sinfulness is an essential 
step in truly understanding our brokenness, our in 
 

Noah, the Man, the Movie 
by Jim Edwards ability to save 

ourselves and our 
need of God's grace 
available only 
through Christ's 
sacrifice on the cross. 
 
The journey to the 
universal depravity of 
man at the time of the 
Flood is connected 
repeatedly to the 
original sin of Adam 
and Eve in the 
garden, followed by 
Cain's murder of Abel.  The stage is set for the 
biblical promise and reality of suffering for God's 
people at the hands of evil.   The original sin pattern 
of “see...good...take” followed by Eve in the garden 
is repeated by Tubal Cain and illustrates how the 
image of God had become and is distorted in man 
when he chooses to be cut off from an intimate 
relationship with God.    Tubal Cain expresses his 
frustration with lack of communication from God 
even as he asserts the primacy of his will over 
God's. 
 
The effects of man's sinfulness on the Creation can 
be clearly seen when he follows his will to be 
owner and sole controller instead of God's steward. 
 
Noah and his wife, although pursuing the parts God 
has for them in His story, struggle in doing so due 
to the effects of their falleness.  As the Bible 
teaches and Noah believes in the movie, all 
mankind, including he and his family, deserved 
universal punishment.  He believes his task is only 
to preserve the other living parts of Creation.  Even 
when God changes and fills his heart with love and 
Noah spares his newborn daughters, he doesn't 
understand that God's love and mercy are foremost 
in His redemptive plan, that the love in his heart is 
there because he is in touch with a deep desire to 
love that he has in common with God, being made 
in His image.  In her falleness, Noah's wife exerts 
her will and abandons trust in what she knows 
Noah . . . 
(continued on page 5) 
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The reality 
check is 
that the 

“Great 
Commission”  

has 
become 

the  
“Great 

Omission.” 
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for the first time in our history “a majority 
of Americans (53%) now believe same-
sex marriage should be recognized by law 
as valid.” Just fifteen years earlier (1996) 
only 27% agreed with this. The LGBT 
hierarchy has come to a consensus that the 
battle is now won. 
 
Among the 18-34 year olds 49% say 
pornography is morally acceptable, 48% 
are OK with sex among teens, 74% 
approve of homosexual relations, 72% are 
agreeable with sex between unmarried 
couples, and 71% are OK with having a 
baby outside of marriage. As I have 
written before, 70% of that Millennial 
generation are leaving church when they 
move out from home. 
 
I stated earlier that evangelism is the least 
practiced spiritual discipline in the 
average Christian’s life. A very recent 
Barna poll revealed that 73% of “born-
again” Christians believe that we all have 
a personal responsibility to share the faith. 
Yet the study reported that only 52% said 
they actually shared their faith at least 
once a year. I italicized “said” because I 
don’t believe that even 52% actually did 
it. It was probably a guilt response. An 
interesting part of the study revealed that 
low income Christians (less than $39,000) 
are the most likely to share their faith 
while middle income ($40,000 - $60,000) 
are the least likely. 
 
We are all called to be engaged in 
evangelism and apologetics. It is a 
primary calling. But too often the reality 
check is that the “Great 
Commission” (Mat. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8) 
has become the “Great Omission.” And as 
a result too many churches have become 
like the church at Ephesus receiving a 
stern warning in Rev. 2:1-5. 
 
Evangelism is primary (Mt. 6:33: 4:19). 

If you have been a Worldviews reader very 
long, you are aware of the statistical 
record of the downhill trends in the 
Christian Church (individual and 
collective Christians). This reality serves 
as a notice for the strong need for 
ministries like the Apologetics Resource 
Center. 
 
Permit me to challenge you, in this brief 
article, with the big picture of this stark 
reality and all our callings to seriously 
engage. This calling involves a major 
focus on evangelism and apologetics both 
for the individual and collectively the 
Church. 
 
Evangelism and apologetics are distinct 
but inseparably joined. Most Christians 
don’t realize that Biblically these two 
disciplines are primary callings for every 
Christian. Yet they are the weakest 
spiritual discipline in most Christian’s 
lives. 
 
The numbers of Christians in America are 
in significant decline and the cultural 
values which normally reflect Judeo-
Christian roots are also significantly 
shifting. It began with the legalization of 
abortion and now we are seeing the 
unbelievable rise of negative cultural 
estates such as same-sex marriage and 
public pornography acceptance. 
 
For example a recent NBC/Wall Street 
Journal poll reveals that in 2013, 20% of 
Americans said religion is not important 
to them compared with 14% who said this 
in 1997. At the end of 2013 a Fox News 
Story titled, “Atheist mega-churches 
taking root across the U.S.,” revealed that, 
“Dozens of gatherings dubbed ‘atheist 
mega-churches’ by hundreds of supporters 
are springing up around the U.S.” 
 
Back in 2011, Gallup polls revealed that 

A Wake Up Call — Seriously! 
By Craig Branch 
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Continued from Page 3 -  
Noah, the Man, the Movie: 
believes is God's plan in favor of breaking their 
relationship but preserving her children, only later to 
see how God comes through to preserve them.  
Believing he has failed God in carrying out his 
assignment, Noah looks instead to his wife and family 
for validation and finds only broken relationships.  In 
his real failure to trust God and look to Him for 
validation as a man, he turns to alcohol addiction.  
Although many of the details in the movie are not 
from scripture, the same story of mankind trusting its 
own understanding instead of God's plan is played out 
daily in our current world.  Like all Bible heroes, 
Noah is fallen and flawed.  The new beginning starts 
out with brokenness and the presence of evil just as 
God knew it would when he promised in the garden a 
savior would come from the offspring of Adam and 
Eve.  And God's big story of offering His redeeming 
love through broken cisterns continues. 
 
The movie is gripping and entertaining reminding me 
somewhat of the “Lord of the Rings” movies' 
depiction of violent conflict between good and evil.  I 
would recommend it to Christians and non Christians 
alike especially for its communication of biblical 
redemptive themes and foundational gospel truth, the 

main purpose of the biblical story. 
 
 

 
 
 
We very much appreciate being able to listen to any 
audio resources that are available! Thanks so much for 
sending this information along to us so we can listen! 
Evy— Ephrata, WA 
 

We look forward to the following weeks class with 
you and ARC. Thanks for our work and for soldiering 
on with the Gospel in these changing and challenging 
times. 
Tommy—Birmingham, AL 
 
It was a pleasure hearing you teach last night at 
Briarwood. 
Joseph—Birmingham, AL 

For example, what is a major reason we are saved? 
Read 1 Peter 2:9-10, 2Cor. 5:17-20. When we 
neglect this we are missing part of the 
transformation process to become more like Christ – 
developing a heart of compassion and sacrifice for 
the lost, loving our neighbor. 
 
And apologetics is part of that. Read what it should 
look like when we truly set apart Christ as Lord in 
our hearts (1Pet. 3:15; 1Cor. 9:16-23; 2Tim. 2:23-
26). 
 
What can you do? First, seriously begin to pray. 
Jesus said, “The fields are ripe for harvest but the 
laborers are few. Pray to the Lord of the harvest that 
He will send out laborers into the harvest (Mt. 9:37). 
Contact us about helping set up a plan through a 
conference or seminar in your church or even a 
Sunday school class or small group. 
 
And pray Col. 4:2-6 every morning and watch for 
God to answer. This is a homework assignment I 
give every week to our classes, but about a month 
ago God spoke to me and said “Craig, you haven’t 
been praying this every day yourself!”  So I began 
again. In the past 3 weeks I have been given 15 
open doors with non-believers whom I am 
engaging! 
 
Go and do likewise! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you so much for your excellent presentation 
to our classes. The information was timely and yet at 
a level they could understand. 
Jeff & Liz – Birmingham, AL 
(Briarwood Christian High School) 
 

Blessings & greetings from Rome, GA. I have 
subscribed to the Areopagus Journal for many years. 
I think that I have every issue! I dearly 
appreciateyour ministry. ARC has helped teach me 
to think clearly and develop my Biblical Worldview. 
Through your teaching, I feel more prepared to 
engage a culture held captive by lies. Thank you. 

MAIL FROM OUR SUPPORTERS 
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“Same-sex 
marriage,” as 

even its 
proponents 
will admit, 
promotes 

the 
destruction 

of the family 
as a unit.   

same ruthlessness against the sins that 
beset us personally.  
2.  We must remember with whom we are 
dealing. 1 Peter 3:15 tells us to be 
prepared to make a defense with 
gentleness and respect.   We are dealing 
here with human beings.  They have 
feelings and fears and confusion just like 
any of the rest of us.  Homosexuals know 
that what they are doing is wrong, and it 
causes them a tremendous amount of 
shame, guilt and pain.  In fact they spend a 
lot of time and money seeking affirmation 
from others for their lifestyle.  When we 
confront the homosexual in front of their 
peers, they are going to put up a barrier of 
protection, and fight for the people who 
have accepted them  as one of their own.  
However, sit down in private with 
someone, and talk as one who does not 
condone their lifestyle but who loves them 
nonetheless, and you will soon hear the 
heart breaking confessions and stories of a 
hurting, confused and broken individual.   

 

3.  We must remember to pray for the 
homosexuals.  In 1 Corinthians 6 Paul 
states that some of the people in the 
church at Corinth were once sexually 
immoral, idolaters, adulterers, 
homosexuals, thieves, greedy, drunkards, 
revilers and swindlers.  And such were we 
when we were merely future Christians.  I 
suggest praying for them not as sinners to 
be destroyed, but as potential future 
Christians to be saved. 

 

4.  We must remember not to over-
promise.  Becoming a Christian does not 
mean that the homosexual will 
immediately be cured of all same sex 
attractions, start liking the opposite sex 
and get married.  Many former 
homosexuals do eventually find their 
attractions changing and will get married 

W  O  R  L  D  V  I  E  W  S  

Over the past nine months, we have 
examined the highly pressing 
contemporary social issue of “gay 
marriage” and have come to realize some 
important facts. 
 
 We know that contrary to fashionable 

ignorance, homosexuality is not inborn, 
biological or inescapable. (First article; 
Summer, 2013 Worlviews) 

 
 The Bible is extremely clear that 

homosexuality, and consequently “gay 
marriage,” is sin and in no way 
acceptable to God. (Second article; 
Fall, 2013 Worldviews) 

 
 “Gay marriage” is not a societally 

neutral issue, but is guaranteed to have 
a severe negative impact upon 
marriages and healthy families as a 
whole. (Third article; Winter, 2014 
Worldviews) 

 
What do we do with all of this 

 information? 
 

1.  We remember that homosexuals are 
sinners – just like us.  We all have sinned 
and fallen short, and we all have sins that 
beset us.  1 Corinthians 6 doesn’t only read 
as a passage of condemnation for 
homosexuals, but for all of us.  For some of 
us our sin is pornography and lust after the 
opposite sex.  For others it is greed.  For 
some anger.  For still others it is alcohol or 
drugs.  Most of us struggle with some sort 
of idolatry, whether it’s our children, 
personal beauty, prestige or possessions.  
We should not accept adultery just because 
many people feel drawn to it and the same 
applies for the case of homosexuality.  But, 
while we are dealing ruthlessly with the sin 
of homosexuality (we do so because of its 
current popularity) we must exercise this 

Christian Ethics -  
Gay Marriage: Sin or Civic Right; A Wrap Up 

By Reverend Jim Shaw  
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to a member of the opposite sex.  But all will 
have a time when they find themselves tempted 
by their old habits and even fall victim again to 
their sinful appetites.  Most will continue to 
struggle with temptation to some degree for the 
rest of their lives.   Having a same sex attraction 
is not a sin.  It is what one does with it that has 
the potential for becoming sinful. Through the 
power of God’s Spirit there is much healing for 
those with same sex attractions. 
On this same note, we must be careful not to 
promise God’s healing for those who are not 
Christians – a problem in some recovery 
programs.  Where the Holy Spirit does not reside, 
He cannot and does not work and we will merely 
be applying a placebo to a deadly disease.  Begin 
by sharing the Gospel, that men and women 
might be saved and receive the Holy Spirit.   
 
For a great look at how Christians can impact the 
lives of those who practice homosexuality, I 
would suggest reading Rosaria Champaign 
Butterfield’s informative and inspiring book, The 
Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert: An 
English Professor’s Journey into Christian Faith. 

continued from page 1 - 
Paganization of America 

The saturation of this type of programming in the 
entertainment industry has naturally extended to 
the area of children's literature. One author says,” 
Even the most cursory glance...offers ample 
evidence that the paganization of the imagination 
is well underway. In the late 19th century there 
appeared in children's fiction a trickle of books 
that began the process of redefining Christian 
symbols and occult themes in a favorable light. 
Until then, witches and sorcerers, an important 
element of traditional fables and fairy tales, were 
consistently portrayed as evil. With the advent of 
the occult revival (which entered the West 
primarily through certain British writers involved 
in esoteric religion) more and more material 
appeared that attempted to shift the line between 
good and evil. The characters of the “white 
witch”, the pet dragon, and the wise wizard 
became familiar figures.” 

With this in mind we need to consider J.K. 
Rowling's Harry Potter book series and movies. 
There are indications that these indeed promote the 
beliefs and practices of witchcraft. In case we 
missed it, Rowling named the school where Harry 
attended Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry and what naturally flows from the books 
and movies is an occult/pagan worldview that is 
being glamorized and marketed for acceptance by 
children. 
 
The popularity of the books is unsurpassed in the 
area of children's literature. Over 450,000,000 
copies have been published in 61 languages in 
more than 200 countries. Reasons for such grand 
approval vary. One, of course, is the fact that the 
stories are exciting, humorous and adventurous—
what kid doesn't like an adventure story involving 
other children? Another is the religious pluralism 
of our post-modern culture that promotes openness 
to the Potter worldview. Yet, another is that many 
people have already bought into the mystical 
worldview and the Potter series simply caters to the 
thirst for paganism and witchcraft already 
prevalent in the culture. In upcoming issues of the 
WORLDVIEWS we will consider arguments for 
and against the Harry Potter phenomenon. Stay 
tuned! 
 
For further reading see the last three Worldviews 
Issues: 

Winter 2014 Glamorizing the Occult 
Fall 2013 Worshiping the Earth 

Summer 2013 Are We Being Paganized 
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