
 

 

 
To varying degrees, all human beings 
seek their own autonomy or independ-
ence. This is especially true when it 
comes to a relationship with God our 
Creator. Suffice it to say that when we 
come into this world, we don't come in 
running toward God. On the contrary, 
we come in running away from the God 
in whose image we are made. Shall we 
call it escape from reason? Frances 
Schaeffer did when he talked about a 
"natural theology" defined as man go-
ing his own independent way, not 
seeking the God of the Bible, nor tak-
ing the Bible as the only rule of faith 
and practice. 
 
What Schaeffer meant by this "natural 
theology" and independence of man 
forsaking God is different from the rev-
elation of God in nature. One is man 
driven. The other is God given. We 
have the general revelation of God's 
existence through creation and con-
science which Paul speaks of in the 
first chapter of Romans. All men are 
consciously aware of our Creator's ex-

The Worldview of Contemplative Mysticism 
By Rev. Clete Hux 

istence. Yet, man's fallen nature wants 
to suppress this knowledge. For exam-
ple, a pickpocket picks pockets, but re-
sents his own pocket being picked. The 
same suppression goes for the 
knowledge of God salvifically through 
the special revelation of His word and 
His Son. Instead, man would rather 
seek God on his own terms, making 
himself the point of reference for life's 
interpretation and application. 
 
With this independent bent often being 
described as a thirst for spirituality, 
some people will gravitate to occult 
mysticism in hopes of having an experi-
ence with God. What He has provided 
in His word through a relationship with 
His Son and the guidance of His Holy 
Spirit seem never to be enough when 
confined only to what can be found 
within the scriptural context of the Bi-
ble. 
 
The writer of Proverbs 3:5, "Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart..." knew that 
our tendency is to "lean to our own un-
derstanding." Because of the subjec-
tive nature of individual spiritual experi-
ences, we are encouraged to trust in 
the unchanging God and the objectivity 
of His word. Church history is replete 
with people going after experiences 
outside biblical parameters and our day 
is no exception.  
 
Continued on page 20 
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burnt dog dreads the fire.” On 
the other hand, personal ex-
perience is hardly the recom-
mended approach to learning 
much that we need to know. 
The dog may not survive his 
first contact with the fire. It is 
better not to learn about the 
dangers of a moving car by 
being run over by one. It 
would undoubtedly leave a 
strong impression, but that 
might be the last impression. 
Life is much too short for us 
to gain much of the 
knowledge we need by person-
al experience alone. 
 
Thus, Franklin’s advice is the 
much wiser, broader, and 
deeper. It also follows that 
one of the reasons for study-
ing history is to broaden our 
knowledge far beyond what 
we could acquire from person-
al experience. The study of 
history is a way to learn in a 
much less expensive school. 
We are able to buttress our 
limited experience with the 
experience of the entire hu-
man race throughout the ag-
es. That is not to say that we 
ever achieve such an exalted 
goal, but seeking to do so in 
the costliest cases is one of 
the purposes underlying the 
study of history. 

 

This is an edited version of a portion of an 

article that was originally written by Clar-

ence B. Carson and published as the opening 

to the introductory chapter in Volume 1 of 

his six-volume A Basic History of the Unit-
ed States. It has been edited by Paul A. 

Cleveland for the upcoming 2nd edition two-

volume set of these books. 

 

 
 

Many if not most people would 
nod in agreement with the old 
saying—“Experience is the best 
teacher.” However, the state-
ment needs a deeper look to 
consider how universally true it 
really is. Benjamin Franklin 
may have been more precise 
when he said, “Experience keeps 
a dear [that is, costly or expen-
sive] school. The fool will learn 
in no other.” In other words, as 
Franklin would have it, far from 
being the best or most desirable 
teacher, experience is a teacher 
whom the Wise will consult as 
rarely as possible. 
 
Nevertheless, there is one sense 
in which experience may be con-
sidered the best teacher. Per-
sonal experience is often 
the most effective teacher. In 
other words, firsthand experi-
ences are often more vivid and 
leave a longer-lasting impres-
sion. As some would say, “The 

Why Study History 
By Dr. Paul Cleveland 

https://boundarystone.org/why-study-history/
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We ought to make one distinc-
tion here. It is possible to dis-
tinguish between formal and 
informal history. Formal his-
tory is what is found in histo-
ry books or studied in the 
classroom, while informal his-
tory is the possession of every 
person who has any sort of de-
veloped memory. To put it an-
other way, we can distinguish 
between history that has been 
recorded, organized, polished, 
and clearly stated on the one 
hand, and that which exists in 
the hodge-podge of private rec-
ollections each of us have. 
Thus, it is possible to distin-
guish between folk sayings, 
such as Franklin’s quote, and 
the conclusions that flow from 
formal historical studies. 
When people disregard what 
has been learned from the 
careful study of formal history, 
they are very likely to suffer 
the consequences of unwise 
choices that could have easily 
been avoided. ~ PC 
 
Dr. Paul Cleveland is a Professor of Eco-

nomics and Finance at 
Birmingham-Southern 
College. He earned 

his Ph.D. in Econom-
ics from Texas A&M 
University and began 

his career at SUNY-
Geneseo in 1985. He 

 

spent one year as a Visiting Professor of 
Economics at the University of Central 

Florida in Orlando before joining the 
faculty at BSC in 1990.  

https://www.boundarystone.org 

 
Boundary Stone was started by Dr. Paul 
Cleveland. Working as a professor for over 
35 years has allowed him to study and think 
deeply about issues of political economy. He 
has discovered ways to communicate these 
sometimes illusive concepts to today's stu-
dents, often through story telling, which 

makes understanding these principles more 
accessible to all of us. 

 

Books by Paul Cleveland 

This book clearly lays out the important 
foundational issues that policy makers 
either sadly miss or deviously seek to 

mask. The ideas in this book will more 
than likely challenge your view of what 
constitutes good public policy.  

$25.00 Paperback 

https://boundarystone.org/product/
unmasking-the-sacred-lies/ 

Individual freedom and liberty are fun-
damental principles upon which a good 
society is based. The notion that paradise 

on earth can be achieved by coercive 
means has led to the spread of tyranny 
and despotism. Dr. Clarence B. Carson 
originally explained this truth in his 

1978 book, The World in the Grip of an 
Idea.  

$19.50   

https://boundarystone.org/product/the-

great-utopian-delusion/ 
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Falling Into the Enneagram 
Todd Wilson, a pastor1 whose 
book, The Enneagram Goes to 
Church, has recently been released, 
tells how he discovered the Enne-
agram. He was on vacation and his 
sister-in-law Beth was with him and 
his family. Beth was reading an En-
neagram book by New Agers Don Ri-
so and Russ Hudson, Personality 
Types: Using the Enneagram for Self
-Discovery. Riso and Hudson are co-
founders of the Enneagram Insti-
tute.2 I have read Riso and Hud-
son’s The Wisdom of the Enne-
agram and it is chock full of New Age 
beliefs. 
 
It is troubling that Beth, who I as-
sume is a Christian, could read a 
New Age book without sensing 
something, but it seems the Enne-
agram has acted as a blinding agent 
in the church. It renders many Chris-
tians not only blind to the facts but 
bypasses their critical and logical 
thinking. Wilson remarks that Beth’s 
book was “in tatters” and assumes it 
must have been “her third or fourth 
reading” of it.3 

 
After that, Wilson and his wife “were 
devouring every Enneagram source 
we could get our hands on.”4 Wilson 
carries the credentials of a scholar 
with a Ph.D. from Cambridge.5 

 
The Enneagram and Essence 
I looked through Personality Types: 
Using the Enneagram for Self-
Discovery by Riso & Hudson that 
Beth was reading using the Look In-
side feature on Amazon, and I also 
did a search for “essence.” 
“Essence,” as I have pointed out be-
fore, is a key to understanding the 
purpose of the Enneagram. Once one 
identifies his or her Type, they un-

derstand the Type is the “false 
self,” or the ego (“ego” in the New 
Age is the false self, or part of it) 
they have constructed. Armed 
with that supposed knowledge, 
which is not taught in Scripture, 
they can work through what 
caused them to create that false 
self in order to transcend the ego 
and get to “Essence.” This is ex-
actly what Riso & Hudson teach in 
several places in their book. 
 

One state-
ment is that 
the Enne-
agram is not 
merely a 
map of per-
sonality, but 
“points the 
way toward 
what lies be-
yond once we 

have transcended ego.”6 On page 
17, the authors write that the per-
sonality is the “learned or acquired 
part of a person’s behavior or 
identity,” while the essence is “the 
innate part of identity which needs 
to be addressed for real transfor-
mation to occur.”  On page 475, 
the authors state that the “True 
Self” is “Essence” which is discov-
ered after one is liberated from 
the “trap of the personality.” 
 
What does that mean? It is the 
philosophy of the Enneagram that 
the Types are the false identities 
that are holding one back. Once 
one uses the Enneagram to figure 
out the false identity (the Type) 
and the false construct it repre-
sents, one is able to realize his or 
her Essence, the True Self. This 
Essence in the New Age is divine. 
 

The Enneagram Goes to Church and the Angels Are Not Rejoicing 
By Marcia Montenegro 

https://midwestoutreach.org/2021/04/01/the-enneagram-goes-to-church-and-the-angels-are-not-rejoicing/
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All Truth is God’s Truth Only Works 
When Something is True 
A defense of the Enneagram in The En-
neagram Goes to Church is found in the 
section, “All Truth is God’s Truth: Trans-
posing the Enneagram Into a Christian 
Key.” Todd Wilson talks about some-
thing he learned in his “advanced phi-
losophy class” he took at Wheaton as a 
freshman.7 

 
Wilson claims the origins of the Enne-
agram are “shrouded in mystery” ad-
mits it is “heavily indebted to occultist 
thinkers such as G. I. Gurdjieff, Oscar 
Ichazo, and Claudio Naranjo.”8 But the 
Enneagram’s origins are not shrouded 
at all. The origins are quite plain, public-
ly available and have been outlined in 
our book, Richard Rohr and the Enne-
agram Secret. 
 
Wilson calls Gurdjieff, Ichazo, and Na-
ranjo “occultist thinkers” and he is right! 
So how does he deal with this? He 
states that the Enneagram is a “wisdom 
tradition” 9 as though this makes the 
occultism imbued in the Enneagram ac-
ceptable. Or is it that occultism can be 
seen as wisdom? It is hard to say be-
cause there is no explanation from Wil-
son for naming occultism as a “wisdom 
tradition.” 
 
I know of no qualifications for calling 
the Enneagram a “wisdom tradition.” 
First of all, that category implies some-
thing with a great deal of age, some-
thing the Enneagram does not have. In 
terms of the Types, it is only about 50 
years old (since circa 1970 when Na-
ranjo added the Types via spirit con-
tact). If one wants to credit Ichazo for 
the Ego fixations, then it goes back at 
the most barely ten years earlier to the 
early 1960s. Less than 60 years is not 
sufficient for the term “wisdom tradi-
tion.” 

 
Secondly, there is no basis for 
saying there is enough wisdom 
in the Enneagram to use that 
term as a description since the 
Enneagram is in conflict with 
biblical teaching and from a sec-
ular standpoint has not even 
been validated in the field of 
psychology. 
 
Wilson goes on to talk about 
wisdom literature and how some 
books of the Bible are wisdom 
books. He quotes Richard Foster 
as saying that Proverbs and Ec-
clesiastes contain “the stored 
treasure of human in-
sight.”10 Wilson uses Foster’s 
quote to say the Enneagram is 
“stored treasure of human in-
sight into how people 
work.”11 He continues by writing 
that we should think of the En-
neagram as “a longstanding 
conversation” and “a collection 
of wise insights into personali-
ties and interpersonal dynam-
ics.”12 

 
There are two issues with this 
idea. First, the Enneagram is not 
“longstanding,” as pointed out 
already with the description of 
“wisdom tradition.” 
 
Secondly, the Enneagram is not 
about getting insight into per-
sonalities per se. In fact, Rich-
ard Rohr, whose book intro-
duced the Enneagram to the 
church, and who has discipled 
many of the more popular Enne-
agram authors in the Christian 
market, has said it is not 
a personality test. New Ager 
Russ Hudson has said it is not a 
type of person but a path to 

https://www.enneagramsecret.com/enneagram/
https://www.enneagramsecret.com/enneagram/
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 God. The Enneagram was explicitly 
designed, once the Types were add-
ed via automatic writing, for the 
person to realize that their Type, or 
personality, is a false construct. 
One is to work through this so they 
can uncover the Essence, which is 
the True Self. The Essence trans-
cends the ego (false self) and one 
can then be liberated from the false 
self by using the Enneagram and 
realizing his or her Essence, as ex-
plained in the Riso-Hudson book. 
 
Amazingly, Wilson seems to know 
all this. He proposes that Christians 
can “transpose” the Enneagram’s 
original teachings into a Christian 
context. So, for example, instead of 
looking for the Essence, we see our-
selves made in God’s image.13 But 
does anyone need the Enneagram 
for that? More crucially, how can 
this be read into the Enneagram? 
 
Wilson takes the New Age idea that 
we are sleepwalking through life 
and need to awaken and tries to 
turn it into realizing our fallen na-
ture and need for the new 
birth.14 But if the argument is to use 
the Enneagram for the church, then 
a true Christian does not need to 
know he needs the new birth, they 
have already been born-again. For 
unbelievers the need for the new 
birth isn’t the Enneagram it is the 
gospel message that God has al-
ready given the church to preach to 
the world. One wonders if Todd Wil-
son has unwittingly turned from So-
la Scriptura via his embrace of the 
Enneagram? 
 
Wilson moves on to quote Helen 
Palmer for the explanation of humil-
ity.15 Helen Palmer is the quintes-
sential New Ager and psychic. She 

therefore has no way to under-
stand biblical humility. Whether 
Wilson is aware of who Palmer is 
or not, I am not sure. Having 
been delivered out of the New 
Age, I am appalled at a New Ag-
er being cited for an explanation 
of humility. Humility for a Chris-
tian should be defined how God 
defines it, and there are plenty 
of passages that do that (for ex-
ample, Luke 14:11; Romans 
12:10; Colossians 3:12; Philippi-
ans 2:3-11; James 4:10). 
 
True Self/False Self 
Wilson goes on to talk about the 
true and false selves in the En-
neagram, then states that the 
Christian is called to put on the 
“new self.” However, Wilson 
says that using the Enneagram’s 
paradigm of the true/false self 
can help the Christian in a 
“moral renewal”16 But the new 
self in Christ has nothing to do 
with the Enneagram or with the 
Enneagram’s true/false self. God 
supernaturally transforms Chris-
tians into the new self, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17) The self is regenerat-
ed by the Holy Spirit and con-
forms Christians to the image of 
Christ (Romans 8:29). This is 
the process of sanctification by 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
working in believers. This is in 
opposition to the Enneagram 
which calls for a discovery of es-
sence or the True Self which, ac-
cording to the Enneagram, was 
never separated from God. 
 
Furthermore, any valid “moral 
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 renewal” can only be based on 

God’s character as revealed in 
Scripture. And any such renewal 
comes about through sanctifica-
tion, not through the man-based 
pagan standards of the Enne-
agram. The Enneagram is a de-
ceptive substitute for God’s word 
and for the Holy Spirit as a guide 
to renewal. 
 
Nor can the Enneagram help with 
seeing “the contours of sin” as 
claimed by Wilson. 17 Why not? 
Because the concept of sin in the 
Enneagram is not the biblical con-
cept. Ichazo’s view of the seven 
deadly sins he incorporated in the 
Enneagram (he had to add two 
more to make nine) is that they 
are false constructs of the self, 
resulting from fears, hurts, condi-
tioning, and the like. This is also 
the view of Richard Rohr and his 
disciples, whose teachings make 
up a large part of the Enne-
agram’s tutelage in the church. 
 
Nevertheless, Wilson states that 
although it takes a lot of work to 
transpose the Enneagram into a 
Christian context, it is worth it 
because it is “such a rich re-
source” for understanding person-
ality.18 According to whom? The 
Enneagram is not psychologically 
valid according to any independ-
ent or peer-reviewed testing.19 

 
The Enneagram as a Wisdom 
Tradition 
Wilson acknowledges the Enne-
agram “is not a Christian 
tool.”20 Yet he writes that we can 
“wrestle with the truth claims of 
the Enneagram” to see if they 

“comport with Scrip-
ture.”21 Why? His answer is, 
“at the root of the Enneagram 
is a wisdom tradition.” This 
circles us back to the problem 
that the Enneagram has no 
basis for being classified as a 
wisdom tradition. It seems to 
beg the question since no 
foundation exists for the Enne-
agram as a “wisdom tradi-
tion.” There is no need to 
“wrestle” with any truth 
claims, either, since no basis 
whatsoever has been given for 
them. In fact, as has been 
pointed out, the Enneagram is 
not biblical or considered valid 
in the professional field of psy-
chology. 
 
So how does the statement, 
“All truth is God’s truth” apply 
to something like the Enne-
agram? It cannot do so be-
cause there are no grounds to 
believe there is any worth-
while truth in the Enneagram. 
What lies at the root of the 
Enneagram are teachings of 
Gnostic, occult, and New Age 
teachers and information from 
spirits. In fact, the information 
for Types came from spirits. 
As noted earlier, Wilson 
acknowledged the heavy in-
debtedness to “occultist think-
ers.” The two men most re-
sponsible for what comprises 
the Enneagram teachings were 
not only occultist thinkers but 
occult practitioners who were 
in contact with familiar spirits, 
a source forbidden to the peo-
ple of God. The man who 
could be called the next most 
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influential teacher on the Enneagram, 
as far as it how it influenced the 
church, is Richard Rohr, who is a her-
etic. 
 
The reasons it seems to work are the 
very same reasons  astrology ap-
pears to be true. Millions of people 
believe they fit their zodiac sign. Tens 
of thousands who have had their 
birth charts done, which would be 
roughly the equivalent of an Enne-
agram reading (though more com-
plex), believe that the chart has spe-
cifically pegged who they are and 
what their life is about. There are fac-
tors that cause this such as confirma-
tion bias, the Barnum-Forer Effect, 
subjective validation, self-deception, 
and others.22 

 
Shaky Assumptions 
Wilson’s attempt to Christianize the 
Enneagram assumes several things. 
First, an underlying assumption is 
that Scripture is insufficient in train-
ing for a life of godliness (1 Timothy 
4:6-11; 2 Peter 1:3-11). 
 
Second, it assumes the biblical prohi-
bitions against embracing occultism, 
false teachers and false teachings no 
longer apply. Scripture not only for-
bids using these methods but forbids 
consulting those who practice them 
(Leviticus 20:6; Deuteronomy 18:10-
11; 1 Chronicles 10:13; Isaiah 8:19-
20). Using a diagram with infor-
mation that the founders of the Enne-
agram have openly admitted comes 
from spirit contact, and is the prima-
ry source of the Types, is akin to con-
sulting a Spiritist. 
 
Third, it assumes Christianizing the 
terminology and pasting Bible verses 
to the practices converts falsehood 

into a God honoring practice. We 
can test this against something that 
I suspect Wilson would reject out of 
hand. Astrology is widely practiced 
and believed by millions to be accu-
rate. It is an occult form of divina-
tion, forbidden in God’s word, and is 
roundly rejected by Bible teaching 
churches. If someone attempted to 
convert the concepts of astrology 
into biblical truths by changing the 
meanings of the planets and zodiac 
signs would Christians embrace it? 
Even if they did strip it of all of its 
concepts and teaching leaving only 
stars and planets would it still be 
astrology or just a galactic star 
map? 
 
In the same way, even if one re-
places the New Age meanings of the 
Enneagram with biblical ideas, is it 
still the Enneagram? More im-
portantly, if it can be changed so 
readily to mean something utterly 
opposite to its original purpose, 
then there is no basis to it to begin 
with. This effort to Christianize an 
occult pagan tool demonstrates 
there is no truth, objective, biblical 
or otherwise, at the heart of the En-
neagram.Ω 
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https://midwestoutreach.org/
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W  O  R  L  D  V  I  E  W  S  

Our Legisla-

tive Report 

for 2021 ex-

pressed our 

belief that 

the Alabama 

Legislature 

had aban-

doned conservative values. We were 

concerned about whether it could 

redeem itself. We are glad to report 

this year that there has been re-

demption in several ways. This does 

not mean that we let down our 

guard, but it does demonstrate that 

while we were not able to participate 

in the lobbying process due to Covid, 

if knowledgeable people are partici-

pating in the process, it is much 

more likely that good things will 

happen. This is a brief report on 

several of the bills that are im-

portant and if you need additional 

information, please contact us. 

Selected Legislation 

The Vulnerable Child Compassion 

and Protection Act (VCAP) – 

SB184 (Senator Shay Shelnutt) & 

HB150 (Representative Wes Allen) 

were presented for the third year 

and finally approved and signed 

Governor Ivey. VCAP was the most 

significant accomplishment this 

year. It prohibits sex change proce-

dures and operations on children 

under nineteen years of age. This 

effort to stop this latest aberration of 

the LGBTQ+ agenda was met with 

fierce opposition through many com-

mittee hearings and, having now 

become law, a lawsuit has been 

filed contesting it. Attorney Gen-

eral Steve Marshall will do an ex-

cellent job defending our values. 

While major medical lobbying 

groups are liberal and testified 

against VCAP, we provided excel-

lent medical testimony in support 

of VCAP. We addressed outland-

ish concerns from the federal 

HHS saying VCAP is a denial of 

federal rights. We are grateful, in 

particular, to Speaker Mac 

McCutcheon and House leader-

ship for bringing this bill to a 

successful vote. 

Bathrooms and Gender Teach-

ing—HB322 (Representative 

Scott Stadthagen) requires use 

in K-12 public schools of bath-

rooms, locker rooms, etcetera, ac-

cording to one’s biological sex. 

Also, it prohibits teaching K-5 

public school children sexual ori-

entation and gender identity. 

This bill is now law. 

Gambling – SB293 & SB294 

(Senator Greg Albritton) were 

similar to last year’s bills au-

thorizing casino style gam-

bling at numerous Alabama 

venues. HB501 & HB502 

(Representative Chip Brown) 

were lottery bills, purporting 

to permit simple lottery, 

though their language sug-

gested expanded gambling 

was possible. Neither of the 
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bills made good progress. 

Every Mother Matters Act 

(“EMMA”) – HB349 & HB401

(Representative Charlotte Mead-

ows) provided a state funded re-

source by the Alabama Depart-

ment of Public Health to women 

who need assistance with their 

pregnancies. This bill was a defi-

nite Alabama Pro-Life Coalition 

supported aide to women. ALPC is 

often criticized for caring only 

about the unborn child. It cares 

greatly for the needs of women. 

There was some confusion from 

ADPH requiring formulation of a 

digital system for this resource. 

This is one of those bills that will 

take more than one year to get ap-

proval. 

SB324 (Senator Larry Stutts) & 

HB 531 (Representative Rich 

Wingo) required every woman of 

child bearing age from 25 – 50 

years to have a negative pregnancy 

test before receiving medical mari-

juana. This bill introduced by Sen-

ator Stutts, a practicing OBGYN, is 

one of the first efforts to address 

problems with so called “medical 

marijuana.” There was unexpected 

opposition to the bill and it did not 

pass. Probably a better approach 

will be for a rule to be passed un-

der the rule making authority of 

the committee formed to regulate 

medical marijuana, though feed-

back we are getting suggests any 

efforts to reasonable control the 

proliferation of marijuana use will 

be rebuffed. Our expectation is 

that in not too many years in the 

future recreational use of marijua-

na will be legalized. 

The Parents Choice Act – SB140 

(Senator Dell Marsh) & HB245 

(Representative Charlotte Mead-

ows) was an effort to provide 

funding for non-public education. 

Charter schools are a good con-

cept permitting alternatives to 

persons in failing public school 

systems. One of the problems 

with charter schools is funding, 

particularly for families who can-

not pay tuition for a church or 

non-public school. This bill would 

set aside funds to be made availa-

ble for those families. There is a 

great deal of misunderstanding on 

this issue. The sponsors agreed to 

our requested changes to permit 

parents with children in church 

schools to receive funds without 

subjecting the church school to 

state regulation. Again, it is one of 

those bills that will take more 

than one year to get approval. 

 Critical Race Theory – SB7 & 

SB292 (Senator Will Barfoot), 

HB8 (Representative Chris Prin-

gle) and HB9 & HB312 

(Representative Ed Oliver) were 

simply worded bills requiring the 

objective and complete teaching of 

history or training in K-12 public 

schools, higher education institu-

tions, and by state agencies. 



 

“Critical Race Theory” is not 

mentioned in the bill. CRT is a 

pedagogical system that attacks 

history and cultural standards 

by teaching that one race por-

tends to be superior to another, 

that the state or United States is 

racist or sexist, etcetera. It is an 

effort to subvert history and rela-

tionships by racial and sexist at-

tacks. It does not teach accurate 

history, but a politicized history. 

It does not instruct equal rela-

tionships, but unequal and divi-

sive relationships. This bill 

sought to avoid that dissension. 

However, we observed angry 

Democrats in committee hear-

ings in opposition to the bill, in 

reality demonstrating Democrat 

support for CRT. These unfortu-

nate exhibitions demonstrate ei-

ther their misunderstanding of 

the issue or, alternatively, their 

support for its subversive intent. 

Female Genital Mutilation – 

HB170 (Representative Rod 

Scott) has been filed each year 

for a number of years for the 

purpose of a prohibiting unnec-

essary surgery on female geni-

talia. It is practiced in this 

country for mainly religious 

reasons. It is an absolutely un-

necessary surgical procedure 

that maims a woman for life. In 

reality, it is inexplicable why 

this bill does not pass. We 

hope that its sponsor will bring 

it back for another year. 

Hyde Amendment Related – 

HB 118 (Representative Rich 

Wingo) was a proposal to pro-

hibit Alabama from paying for 

abortion or abortion related ser-

vices. The Hyde Amendment 

was passed by Congress in 

1980 and remains in effect until 

now prohibiting the use of fed-

eral funds for abortion, except 

for life of the mother, rape and 

incest. The Biden administra-

tion proposed to remove that 

prohibition from its budget. 

There were legislative concerns 

about the intersection between 

federal and state law causing a 

federal court lawsuit. While we 

begin to move the bill, we re-

ceived assurance from two con-

gressmen that the Hyde Amend-

ment will not be repealed. With 

the uncertainty of a lawsuit and 

the probability the Hyde 

Amendment would remain, we 

decided not to go forward. 

Conclusion 

In an election year, legislators tend 
to do things that would appear fa-

vorable on their resumes. 

This year does not appear to be 

any different. Next year, we will 

see new faces in the legislature 

and we will have new challenges. 

We predict that gambling will 

come back with a vengeance. The 

efforts to legalize unregulated 

gambling are well financed. Pri-

vate and Indian interests are sig-
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nificant. Some legislative leaders 

seem to think it is profitable for the 

state to have this regressive sin tax. 

There were two abortion bills with 

which we were concerned. 

HB23 & HB295 (Representative Ja-

mie Kiel) were heartbeat-based abor-

tion prohibition bills based on the 

Texas law now in litigation. 

HB261 & HB377 (Representative 

Andrew Sorrell) would prohibit 

chemical abortions. Both of these 

were constitutionally suspect and the 

sponsors wisely held off on pursuing 

them. 

In June, we expect an abortion re-

lated opinion from SCOTUS in the 

Dobbs case, which will, we hope, 

provide a road map to additional leg-

islation to reduce abortion. While 

there were a number of pro- life bills 

this year, most were directed toward 

healthcare. Alabama has the strong-

est abortion prohibition law in the 

nation. However, it may be some 

years before it’s full impact can be 

realized. For that reason, additional 

legislation based on Dobbs may be 

necessary during the interim. As 

soon as we analyze Dobbs, we will 

know what to do. 

We expect to see additional expan-

sion and efforts to limit the impact 

of medical marijuana. At the same 

time, there will be pressure to ex-

pand its use, finally resulting in 

recreational legalization. 

Critical Race Theory will continue 

to be debated. Political pressure 

from the left and party animosity 

will drive the necessity of stop-

ping this divisive instruction. 

It is important that every citizen 

vote intelligently in the June pri-

mary and in the November gen-

eral election. The men and wom-

en whom you elect will be the 

officials with whom we will con-

tinue our efforts in three 

branches of government. 

In closing, we want to thank 

Joe Godfrey for his 15 years of 

service as executive director of 

ALCAP, one of our staunchest 

allies in our legislative efforts. 

Joe has been a compatriot 

and friend during his time of 

service. ALCAP will continue 

under the direction of Greg 

Davis. Although Joe will be 

retired, he will assist from 

time to time as a consultant 

to ALCAP. ~ AEJ 

This statement is for educational purposes only. 

It is not intended to provide legal assistance. We 

hope if you have questions or know of those 

who do, you will contact us and we can assist 

through referral to one of our cooperating attor-

neys. © 2022, Southeast Law Institute. 
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Part of Critical 

Race Theory is 

the assump-

tion that rac-

ism is inevita-

bly related to 

white male 

heterosexuali-

ty and the op-

pressive patri-

archy that oc-

curs under the selfish rule of pow-

erful father-figures. Thus, the con-

temporary version of a “man” in 

U.S. society is “hyper- masculine, 

straight, and white…the wealthy 

white male property owner.” So “…

we must begin to dismantle the rac-

ist and patriarchal systems.”[1]

Theorist Rob Okun calls for an “anti

- patriarchy Peace Corps with dedi-

cated organizers fanning out across 

the country to help communities 

figure out ways to rid their local 

schools, courts, workplaces, hospi-

tals, and houses of worship of en-

trenched white supremacy and pa-

triarchy.”[2] 

Black thinker, John Washington, a 
self-described “liberal” examines this 
goal provocatively. [3] His analysis de-

serves our attention. His autobio-
graphical essay begins with a stun-

ning observation: “CRT identifies the 
problem as white supremacist fathers 
that produce black victims—but this 

black man [the author] identifies the 

absentee black fathers as the 

problem.”[4] 

Washington wonders if the 

criminal behavior of young 

black males today owes some-

thing to a sense of lost mascu-

linity that others get to see in 

their faithful fathers at home. In 

inner-city communities, he ar-

gues, viciousness often defines 

what fatherless young men im-

agine is manhood. He sees 

much truth in the 1965 contro-

versial report entitled “The Ne-

gro Family: A Case of National 

Action” by Daniel Patrick 

Moynihan, a sociologist working 

at the Labor Department. 

Moynihan concluded that many 

of the social problems affecting 

American blacks are due to the 

disintegration of the black fami-

ly. Washington supports this 

thesis by going into great detail 

to show how one-parent fami-

lies, whether black or white, 

create all kinds of problems for 

children, and especially boys. 

There is a sad irony in Washing-

ton’s conclusion regarding the 

reasons for the state of affairs in 

the black family. As long as pa-

triarchy is considered evil (as 

Critical Race Theory maintains), 

then the real solution—wise fa-

Black Fathers and White Fathers 

By Dr. Peter Jones 

https://truthxchange.com/2022/04/black-fathers-and-white-fathers/
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therhood—can never be applied 

because it is openly attacked as 

the ultimate cause of the problem. 

The genuine solution is seen as 

the essential cause. Thus the race 

problem will never be solved as 

long as CRT is considered to be 

the solution for racism. My obser-

vation is supported by certain 

black thinkers who, like Wash-

ington, analyze the fundamental 

black problem as the absence of 

fathers in the home. Christian be-

liever and black activist, Jason 

Whitlock, believes that the only 

real solution to black issues is 

the introduction of a biblical un-

derstanding of the role of a fa-

ther. He asks: “Our family struc-

ture is way outside of God’s de-

sign. Do we think the charity of 

guilt-ridden white people (CRT) 

can fix problems resulting from 

the destruction of the family 

unit?”[5] 

A case needs to be made for bibli-

cal patriarchy, granted both its 

effectiveness and its contempo-

rary demonization. Patriarchy 

means the rule (arche) of the fa-

ther (pater), which, since the rise 

of radical feminism, has now be-

coming identified as a great social 

evil. Any time there is rule, sinful 

human beings will exploit it and/

 or rebel against it. Unfortunate-

ly, even Christian husbands are 

capable of gross oppression of 

their wives and children. Having 

perhaps seen such abuse, femi-

nist thinkers demonize the 

arche of the father. Feminist 

theorist Andrea Dworkin be-

lieves that: 

Being female in this world 

means having been robbed of 

the potential for human choice 

by men who love to hate us. 

One does not make choices in 

freedom. Instead, one conforms 

in body type and behavior and 

values to become an object of 

male sexual desire, which re-

quires an abandonment of a 

wide-ranging capacity for 

choice…[6] 

For radical theologian, Mary 

Daly, patriarchy comes from 

way back. The works of Aristo-

tle, for example, portrayed 

women as morally, intellectual-

ly, and physically inferior to 

men, to be considered as prop-

erty. Their role in society was to 

reproduce and to serve men in 

the household, where male 

domination of women is natural 

and virtuous.[7] “I intuitively un-

derstood,” says Daly, “that for a 

(person) trapped in patriarchy, 

https://www.thoughtco.com/andrea-dworkin-quotes-3530027
https://www.thoughtco.com/mary-daly-quotes-3530145
https://www.thoughtco.com/mary-daly-quotes-3530145


 

which is the religion of the entire 

planet, ‘to be’ in the fullest sense is 

‘to sin.’” Thus a patriarchal culture 

is profoundly sinful.[8] Such a nega-

tive view of patriarchy is under-

standable, considering some expres-

sions of it. This negative analysis of 

patriarchy also holds true in history 

in regards to racism, in which the 

white patriarch consigns black peo-

ple to slavery, suffering, and injus-

tice. It would seem that both those 

suffering in a racist society and 

those suffering under an unhealthy 

patriarchy have reached the only 

valid solution: Eliminate family and 

creational sexual norms. 

But biblical patriarchy does not 

teach what Aristotle believed nor 

does it teach human beings to op-

press and hate one another in sys-

tems of racism. The Christian era 

developed the principles already laid 

down in the creation. Women and 

men are “naturally” different and to-

gether they constitute the core ele-

ment of human societies: biological 

families created by God. Since the 

world is a dangerous place, men act 

as protectors of women and children 

and work selflessly to bring in wages 

that make family life possible. In the 

Genesis account of the beginnings of 

human society, men worked in 

tough conditions and women gave 

birth to children who were raised by 

father and mother together. To the 

first woman God said: “I will surely 

multiply your pain in childbearing; 

in pain you shall bring forth chil-

dren” (Gen 3:16). To the first man 

he said: “By the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread, till you return 

to the ground” (Gen 3:19). The 

fundamental reality of patriarchy 

emerges not from an evil desire for 

power but from the very caring 

structures of creation and the nat-

ural roles of men and women liv-

ing in a sinful world. 

There is nothing evil about patriar-

chy. God gave it to us and revealed 

it to us because it expresses his im-

age. The ultimate Pater who rules is 

God himself, who reveals himself in 

Scripture as a Father of the father-

less and protector of widows (Ps 

68:5) and as a provider for the 

needy (Ps 68:9–10).Thus, the believ-

er exclaims: “You are my Father, my 

God, and the Rock of my salva-

tion” (Ps 89:26), the one who shows 

compassion to his children (Ps 

103:13). In the New Testament Je-

sus reveals God as both his Father 

(John 3:35) and our Father,” to 

whom we pray (Matt 6:9). According 

to Jesus, God is the caring Father of 

those in need (Matt 18:14), a loving 

Father (John 14:23).Paul quotes 

from a collection of verses in the 
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Old Testament Scriptures where 

God says: I will be a father to you, 

and you shall be sons and daugh-

ters to me, says the Lord Almighty 

(2 Cor 6:18). 

Since human 

beings are 

made in 

God’s image, 

we are ex-

horted to live 

out and ex-

press the 

biblical reali-

ty of patriar-

chy, both as 

males and 

females, understanding what the 

will of the Lord is (Eph 5:17), as 

expressed in verses 22–33, which 

show an interplay of the marital 

relationship of “one flesh union” 

via “love” and “reverence” (Eph 

5:33). 

Wives, submit yourselves unto 

your own husbands, as unto the 

Lord. For the husband is the 

head of the wife, even as Christ is 

the head of the church: and he is 

the savior of the body. Therefore, 

as the church is subject unto 

Christ, so let the wives be to their 

own husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, even 

as Christ also loved the church, 

and gave himself for it; that he 

might sanctify and cleanse it with 

the washing of water by the word, 

that he might present it to himself 

a glorious church, not having spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 

that it should be holy and without 

blemish. So ought men to love their 

wives as their own bodies. He that 

loveth his wife loveth himself. For 

no man ever yet hated his own 

flesh; but nourishes and cherishes 

it, even as the Lord the church: For 

we are members of his body, of his 

flesh, and of his bones. For this 

cause shall a man leave his father 

and mother, and shall be joined 

unto his wife, and they two shall be 

one flesh. This is a great mystery: 

but I speak concerning Christ and 

the church. However, let each one 

of you love his wife as himself, and 

let the wife respect her husband. 

Clearly the biblical version of patri-

archy seeks to maintain the differ-

ent male and female roles and the 

mutual respect between the hus-

band and the wife. The husband 

submits to the constraints that 

Christ lays out for him and the fe-

male submits to her husband in 

the same way that the Church 

comes under the fatherly tender-

ness of the Church/God relation-

ship. The arrangement is an ex-

quisite and unparalleled descrip-
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tion of the symphony of mari-

tal love that God intended and 

where children thrive. The 

“great mystery” of Genesis 2:24 

is the amazing fact that God 

inspired the Old Testament 

text regarding marriage to act 

as a mere preview of the mys-

tery of the gospel. 

In our time, beyond the ulti-

mate issues of theism and 

atheism, two fundamental and 

very practical theories regard-

ing patriarchy oppose each 

other, with essential implica-

tions for human survival: ei-

ther a biblical view of human 

existence (which presupposes 

the flourishing of the natural 

or nuclear family and the 

male/female distinction) or a 

CRT atheist “anti-racist” view 

that ultimately eliminates all 

distinctions for the sake of the 

installation of a godless Marx-

ist utopian equity. The extent 

to which this social justice ide-

ology has taken over our edu-

cational institutions and even 

some of our Christian schools 

and churches indicates that 

contemporary racism is not 

merely a question of moral 

choices but a conflict of essen-

tial ideological truth. Behind 

this, there is something truly 

sad taking place. The real solution 

to racism, namely a faithful hus-

band and father staying at home, 

playing the role of a real patriarch, 

caring for his children (especially 

his sons for their emergence into 

manhood), can never be allowed 

according to the ideology of anti-

racism, since patriarchy is defined 

as the ultimate expression of social 

evil. 

Jesus defines divine patriarchy as 

the essence of love when he says 

to his opponents, “If God were 

your Father, you would love me, 

for I came from God…I came not of 

my own accord, but he sent 

me” (Jn 8:42). This is the essence 

of the gospel Jesus brings to the 

human situation. “God (our Fa-

ther) is love” (1 Jn 4:8). Ultimately, 

our human home will not be emp-

ty. It will be transformed and ruled 

by our eternal patriarch —God the 

Father, who, in his love for his 

children, provided salvation 

through his Son. Our tender Fa-

ther will wipe away every tear (Rev 

21:4). Men and women of every 

race who have confessed their sins 

and acknowledged Jesus as their 

Savior will find indescribable joy 

as they bow in reverence to their 

God and Father and take their 

place in the final expression of 



 

family. ~ PJ 
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Continued from page one 
 
It has been said that the various char-
ismatic movements over the years are 
attempts to experience God, and it 
could be argued that there is both legit-
imacy and illegitimacy to such. Howev-
er, we would admit that a relationship 
with God through His Son's interven-
tion for us is experiential, yet, ground-
ed in the proper bounds of His word. 
After all, is not the reason why the Fa-
ther sent the Son...to pay our sin dept 
so that we can have an experiential 
relationship with Him? Of course, it is! 
 
The problem is that mankind is forever 
devising ways to experience God un-
sanctioned by the one and only rule of 
faith and practice, the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. Instead, the 
idea of experiencing God has led to 
many subjective ways of being spiritu-
al, which oftentimes has led to mysti-
cism.  
 
I mentioned occult mysticism, which 
can be defined as the attempt to obtain 
power through secret wisdom. This is 
the point where mysticism and gnosti-
cism meet. This so-called secret occult 
knowledge has been around a long 
time through various forms such as Al-
ice Bailey's Esoteric Astrology 
(involving the horoscope), Madame 
Helen Blavatsky's Theosophical Socie-
ty, many forms of parapsychology and 
other secret societies too numerous to 
count.  
 
In our day we have the whole gamut of 
the contemplative prayer movement 
and lately, the Enneagram is spreading 
into the church. Years ago, while in 
seminary training, I became curious 
about Christian mysticism. So, I decid-
ed to ask one of my favorite profes-

sors, Frank M. Barker, Jr., one of the 
PCA's founding fathers. He told me 
that in his opinion mysticism was 
nothing more than mythism. I will nev-
er forget his statement. With this in 
mind, let's look briefly at the 
worldview of the two topics I men-
tioned: Contemplative Prayer and 
Richard Rohr’s version of The Enne-
agram. 
  
         Contemplative Movement 
 
One of the most popular names asso-
ciated with the contemplative move-
ment is Richard Foster. Although hav-
ing Quaker roots, which is problematic 
because of Quakerism's "inner light" 
leading some toward neo-orthodoxy 
believing the Bible becomes the word 
God when one has a spiritual experi-
ence, Foster's contemplative practic-
es are really indebted to Thomas Mer-
ton, a Catholic monk. Merton's mysti-
cism resources can be found in the 
Catholic Church, much of the Evan-
gelical Church, the Emergent Church 
Movement, and the New Age Move-
ment. Indeed, many interfaith dia-
logues not only are promoting reli-
gious pluralism, but using some con-
templative practices to do so.   
 
Beyond Foster and Merton, there is 
Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic 
priest, touted by Tony Campolo as 
one of the great Christians of our 
time.

1
 Then there is Thomas Keating, 

another Catholic monk. And, while 
we're at it, we need to mention Mat-
thew Fox, former Catholic priest 
turned Episcopalian with his Creation 
Spirituality in which he teaches a 
panentheistic worldview. Panentheism 
is the belief that "all is in God/God is 
in all." It is akin to what is known as 
Process Theology. A rudimentary il-



 

lustration: God is in the world the way a 
soul is in the body and as the world pro-
cesses, evolves and changes, so does 
God process, evolve and change. Obvi-
ously, this is not the God of Holy Scrip-
tures who does not change regardless 
of what evolution-minded people might 
say.  
 
The biggest danger to which one is ex-
posed in the contemplative movement 
is a subtle erosion of the Creator/
creature distinction toward a monistic or 
"synthesis of all things" understanding. 
This has much in common with Eastern 
mysticism that basically teaches all is 
one and all is divine by nature. Consid-
er what Catholic monk Basil Penninton 
said in his book, Thomas Merton, My 
Brother: "The Spirit enlightened him 
[Merton] in the true synthesis [unity] of 
all and in the harmony of that huge cho-
rus of living beings. In the midst of it he 
lived out a vision of the new world, 
where all divisions have fallen away 
and the divine goodness is perceived 
and enjoyed as present in all and 
through all." 
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Merton, who is often quoted by Richard 
Foster, tells about a trip to Asia where 
he met Chatral [a Tibetan holy man] 
whom Merton regarded as the greatest 
Buddhist teacher he had met. In their 
conversations, Merton found that he 
agreed with this Buddhist regarding 
Dzogchen meditation, which promotes 
a non-dualistic worldview. This relates 
to the so-called "mindfulness medita-
tion" curricula that exists in some public 
schools and other venues throughout 
the country. What I find interesting 
about Merton's time with Chatral is that 
Merton records Chatral being surprised 
at getting on so well with a Christian, so 
much so, that Chatral said that some-
thing had to be wrong! Chatral was so 

surprised by their common medita-
tion understanding that he called 
Merton a natural Buddha. In other 
words, there was harmonious agree-
ment that their respective meditative 
practices were the same. Perhaps, 
this is the reason why Merton said 
that he would not be able to under-
stand Christian teaching the way he 
did if it were not in the light of Bud-
dhism.
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Another name is Brennan Manning, 
who in the past, endorsed Beatrice 
Bruteau as a "trustworthy guide to 
contemplative consciousness". 
Bruteau founded two different 
schools of contemplative practices, 
both incorporating Hindu and Bud-
dhist approaches to spirituality. This 
is understandable since Bruteau 
studied with the Ramakrishna order, 
named after famous Hindu swami 
Sri Ramakrishna.
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 Richard Rohr’s Version of 
 the Enneagram 

 
For many in evangelicalism, the 
contemplative movement is en-
hanced by the growing practice of 
the Enneagram in the church. I 
know it sounds anti-Catholic, but it is 
from such background that the con-
templative movement has come, 
and Richard Rohr with the Enne-
agram is no exception. Rohr has 
said that "Until someone has had 
some level of mystical inner spiritual 
experience, there is no point in ask-
ing them to follow in any life chang-
ing way the ethical ideas of Jesus or 
the mystery of the Christian doc-
trines like the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, 
Salvation, or Incarnation. We simply 
don't have the power to really under-
stand or follow any of Jesus' ideals 



 

such as loving others, forgiving en-
emies, nonviolence or the humble 
use of power except in and through 
a mystical union with God." 
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To many young evangelical Chris-
tians, Rohr has become the new 
Merton. One of his publishers told 
Rohr that his single biggest demo-
graphic is young evangelicals. Rohr 
himself was amazed because some 
of his books were philosophically 
heavier than that which is typical of 
young evangelicals! 
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As with other contemplatives, Rohr 
appears to embrace religious plu-
ralism by championing the idea of a 
global religion that would unify the 
world. Basically calling for a religion 
that needs a new language, he 
would advocate a one-world reli-
gion of mysticism. Using some of 
the same verbiage of emergent 
leaders such as Rob Bell and Brian 
McLaren, Rohr stated "Right now is 
an emergence...it's coming from so 
many different traditions and 
sources and parts of the world. 
Maybe it's an example of the glob-
alization of spirituality."
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Rohr has promoted new agers such 
as Marianne Williamson who wrote 
the very well-known New Age 
text, A Course in Miracles. This is 
very understandable because the 
New Age Movement embraces the 
same non-dualistic worldview as 
Rohr. As is pointed out by Peter 
Jones, this is the same worldview 
that mystics of all religions embrace 
and is Eastern in origin, promoting 
a one is all/all is one worldview. 
Jones further points out that Rohr, 
in the fall of 2010, taught a course, 
"SP761: Action and Contemplation" 
in the D. Min program at Fuller The-

ological Seminary.
8
 Since that 

time, further penetration of Rohr's 
teachings has flooded evangeli-
calism.      
 
Last year Sean McDowell did an 
interview with Dr. Chris Berg, a 
graduate of the Biola/Talbot Apol-
ogetics program, who did his doc-
toral dissertation on the Enne-
agram. Berg dismissed the belief 
that the Enneagram came from 
Christian mystic sources. Instead, 
he, like others such as Marcia 
Montenegro, an expert on the oc-
cult, show its roots originate with 
early founders of the New Age 
Movement which is both panthe-
istic and panentheistic. In com-
paring it to the New Age, Berg 
told McDowell that the advice the 
Enneagram gives is virtually in-
distinguishable from advice given 
by horoscopes, astrology, and 
numerology. In addition, Berg al-
so shared that Rohr denies a 
number of essential Christian 
doctrines such as the Trinity, the 
penal substitutionary atonement 
of Christ, and of Jesus as the 
unique Messiah, instead assert-
ing that all people can attain 
Christ-consciousness (recognition 
of one's own status as being a 
Christ).
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I mentioned earlier that the big-
gest danger one is exposed to in 
mysticism is the subtle erosion of 
the Creator/creature distinction. 
Consequently, God is viewed as 
the oneness of all things and syn-
onymous with or dwelling in all 
things. This is pantheistic, panen-
theistic, and pagan, not Christian. 
Doug Groothuis points out Rohr's 
panentheistic error as Rohr takes 



 

Col. 3:11 out of context as saying 
"There Is only Christ. He is every-
thing and he is in everything." 
Groothuis corrects Rohr's error by 
sharing the biblical text in context 
saying, "Here there is no Gentile 
or Jew, circumcised or uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all." As 
Groothuis points out, the text refers to 
the unity that all believers have in 
Christ, not their deity, because believ-
ers are not divine. To assert we are 
divine would mean that one does not 
need the wisdom of a transcendent 
Creator who exists apart from His 
creation, because you have all the 
divinity you will ever need already 
within you. 
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Rohr, like others promoting the Enne-
agram, presents that there are nine 
ways people get lost and nine ways 
back to God. However, in looking at 
Rohr's theological and Christological 
views, one would have to say that 
Rohr's view of God and his Cosmic 
Christ is not that of true Christianity. 
In her blog, Alisa Childers has record-
ed Rohr saying that the universe is 
the body of Christ, that it is the sec-
ond person of the Trinity in material 
form.

11
 Rohr's views about God and 

Christ are perhaps the reason he au-
thored books such as Everything Be-
longs: The Gift of Contemplative 
Prayer and Falling Upward.  
 

Consistent with his panentheism, it 
would mean that everything exists in 
God and God exists in everything. As 
if discounting original sin, his 
book, Falling Upward, takes on new 
meaning because he seems to imply 
that we (humanity) are all an 
"immaculate conception".
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  What shall we say about all 
this/How shall we then Live? 
 

If the teachers of the contem-
plative movement are con-
sistent with their pantheistic/
panentheistic worldview, then 
there is no need for God or 
Christ, because we're all the 
manifestation of the same. 
Furthermore, the Enneagram, 
in being a "road back to God" 
would become a "road to your-
self." This is mysticism and 
nothing more than "do it your-
self divinity." It has been said 
that in the beginning God cre-
ated man in His image and 
ever since the fall man has 
attempted to return the favor. 
Sometimes the hiss of the ser-
pent from the garden, "thou 
shall be like God" is loud and 
becoming louder. 
 

In contradiction to what is be-
ing taught in the contemplative 
movement, the biblical 
worldview of God's relation-
ship to man and creation is 
clearly defined by separation, 
distinction, and duality. We 
see this from the start: "In the 
beginning God...", not in the 
beginning all is one or all is 
divine, or all things (good or 
bad) fit together as one. Fur-
thermore in scripture there is a 
clearly taught separation of 
the sheep from the goats, the 
wheat from the tares, the right-
eous from the unrighteous, 
and those saved and from 
those not saved. This is so be-
cause of the separation of 



 

Creator and the creature. In the begin-
ning God created us and yes, we're 
made in His image. So, by His grace, 
let us run toward Him. Let us heed His 
admonition to come reason with Him!  
 

Perhaps those who are drawn to the 
contemplative movement ought to lis-
ten to what A. W. Tozer, who has been 
looked at as a mystic, had to say: 
"Some of my friends good-humoredly--
and some a little bit severely--have 
called me 'mystic.' Well I'd like to say 
this about any mysticism I may sup-
pose to have. If an archangel from 
heaven were to come, and were to 
start giving me, telling me, teaching 
me, and giving instruction, I'd ask him 
for the text. I'd say, ‘Where's it say that 
in the Bible? I want to know.’ And I 
would insist that it was according to the 
scriptures because I do not believe in 
any extra-scriptural teachings, nor any 
anti-scriptural teachings, or any sub-
scriptural teachings". 
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