
 

Have you ever been in the position of try-
ing to educate someone on what their par-
ticular religion believes and practices? As a 
teacher of comparative religions for over 
thirty years, I've been confronted with that 
situation many times. It happens often with 
Catholics, especially on the topic of Mary.  
 
Today, Mary, the mother of Jesus , is in-
creasingly being given a prominence in Ro-
man Catholicism which finds little or no 
support in the Bible. When a contrast is 
made between the biblical Mary and the 
Mary of Roman Catholic tradition, the re-
sult is two very different portraits of Mary. 
The Roman Catholic portrayal quite often 
obscures Christ. In many respects, the 
Mary of Rome is portrayed as a female par-
allel to Jesus.  
 
For example, consider the following Catho-
lic teachings: Jesus was born without sin; 
Mary was conceived without original sin. 
Jesus was sinless; Mary lived a sinless life. 
Jesus ascended to heaven following His 
resurrection; Mary was bodily assumed 
into heaven at the end of her earthly life. 
Jesus is a Mediator; Mary is Mediatrix. Je-
sus is a redeemer; Mary is co-redeemer. 
Jesus is the King; Mary is the queen of 
heaven.(1) 
 
These things are true with regard to what 
the Catholic Church believes and teaches 
about Mary. And while each one deserves 
much more space than is available in this 
article, we will concern ourselves here only 
with Catholicism's teaching that Mary was 
sinless along with the practice of praying to 
her. See here for more information on other 
points about Mary: https://

Catholicism’s Mary 
By Rev. Clete Hux 

arcapologetics.org/will-the-real-mary-
please-stand-up/(2) 
 
              MARY WAS A SINNER 
 
It has been my experience over the years 
that some Catholics do not understand the 
"immaculate conception" of Mary. Some 
have believed that this refers to Mary being 
impregnated by the Holy Spirit without 
carnal sex so she could give birth to Jesus. 
Somehow they have missed that this doc-
trine is not referring to Jesus' conception, 
but rather the conception of Mary herself. 
However, folk Catholicism is not official 
Catholicism. The official position is that 
Mary, in her immaculate conception, was 
preserved from original sin. As such, she 
was miraculously preserved from the pollu-
tion of sin inherited from Adam. In both 
body and soul, she is believed by Catholics 
to be holy, stainless, spotless, undefiled, 
pure and innocent in every way. In his pa-
pal Bull Ineffabilis of 1854, Pope Pius IX 
defined Mary's immaculate conception as 
follows: 
  
[A]ccordingly, by the inspiration of the Ho-
ly Spirit, for the honor of the Holy and un-
divided Trinity for the glory and adornment 
of the Virgin Mother of God, for the exalta-
tion of the Catholic religion, by the authori-
ty of Jesus Christ our Lord, of the blessed 
Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own: 
"We declare, pronounce and define that the 
doctrine which holds the most Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, in the first instance of her con-
ception, by a singular grace and privilege 
granted by Almighty God, in view of the  
 
Continued on page 12 

Director’s 

Column 

 

Rev. Clete 

Hux 

1 

 Economics 

 

Dr. Paul 

Cleveland 

 

2 

Church & 

State 

A. Eric     

Johnston 

4 

 

Salt & Light 

 

Marcia 

 Montenegro 

6 

Culture 

 

Marcia 

Montenegro 

10 

  

W o r l d v i e w s 
 

F A L L  

2 0 2 2  

Apologetics Resource Center Newsletter 
WWW.ARCAPOLOGETICS.ORG 

https://arcapologetics.org/will-the-real-mary-please-stand-up/
https://arcapologetics.org/will-the-real-mary-please-stand-up/
https://arcapologetics.org/will-the-real-mary-please-stand-up/
https://arcapologetics.org/


 

P A G E  2  

W  O  R  L  D  V  I  E  W  S  

delegated to each person the authority 
to be sovereign over his or her own 
life. According to this view, each per-

son is required to recognize the image 
of God in every other person without 
exception. This changes the nature of 
our relationships with one another as 
we will mutually benefit by respect-

ing the rights of everyone. 

 

As the biblical story unfolds, we find 

the conflict of these two views come 
to a climax in the Exodus. Under 
God’s direction Moses confronts and 
challenges Pharaoh who reluctantly 
capitulates to God after suffering 
through a variety of plagues. In the 
end, Pharaoh’s kingdom is reduced to 
ashes as his arrogance is exposed to 
the far greater power of the Creator. 
The Hebrews are led to freedom 

where they are instructed to live de-
pending on God and accepting per-
sonal responsibility for their own well
-being. What follows is an ongoing 

struggle as people generally prefer 
not to be responsible for their own 
lives. They would rather be depend-
ent on anyone else but God. To be 
sure, most believe that it would be 

ideal to be in a position to lord it over 
others, and thus, the pursuit of power 
and control over other people’s lives 
has been with us throughout history. 

 

Indeed, this same misunderstanding 
of power and position arose among 
Jesus’ disciples. In the gospel of Mat-

In the first chapter of Genesis we are 
instructed that all people are created in 
the image of God and have been given 

a mission to have dominion over the 
animals and subdue the earth (subdue is 
a translation of the He-
brew kabash, which means here to 
make the earth useful for human beings 

benefit and enjoyment). We know, of 
course, that it was Moses who wrote 
the first five books of the Bible and, 
thus, we know something of the time 
period in which this was done. One in-

teresting fact associated with this is that 
the concept of bearing the image of 
God was common in both Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. However, it was not gen-

erally applied to everyone in the way 
Moses wrote. Rather, only the king was 
thought to bear the image of God and it 
was his job to discover God’s will and 
impose it on the people he ruled over. 

Thus, when Moses applies the concept 
to everyone, both men and women, he 
is making a truly radical statement. He 
is literally saying that all people are 
sovereign. 

 

In Exodus we see two alternative views 
of humanity and, hence, of how society 

is organized. One view is that of Phar-
aoh who maintains a low view of his 
fellow man while simultaneously ele-
vating his view of himself to godlike 
status. This pompous view covets the 

position of God Almighty who has cre-
ated everything. The other view is that 
of God as presented to us through Mo-
ses. As our Creator, God can and has 

Kings of this World: Givers or Takers? 
By Dr. Paul Cleveland 
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thew, as Jesus is on his way to Jeru-
salem to be crucified, James, John, 
and their mother ask Jesus to raise 

them to power to sit at his right and 
left hand when he becomes king. It 
appears that they had not heard when 
he had continually told them what 
was about to happen to him. It seems 

to have fully escaped their under-
standing that on the way to establish-
ing his kingdom he would endure the 
cross. So, Jesus rightly chastises 
them for their request and points out 

that becoming an overlord for their 
own glory is not part of their calling. 
Instead, Jesus tells them that if they 
want to be great, they must humble 

themselves before others and aim to 
serve them, not rule over them. At the 
last supper, he reinforces this mes-
sage to his disciples by washing their 
feet. Once again, we find that God’s 

way is the way of service that recog-
nizes the inherent dignity of each 
person and discounts the pompous 
arrogance of the would-be rulers of 
this world who only think about pro-

moting themselves and gathering for 
themselves power and control over 
other people. 
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 This past term, SCOTUS decided two 
cases that dealt with the exercise of reli-
gious freedom. We reported on one last 
month and this month the second. It con-
cerns whether a state may choose to fund 
private education, but exclude religious 
schools from the funding. This case 
demonstrates Trump Appointees’ use of 
“originalism” in interpreting the U.S. 
Constitution. At no place more so than the 
First Amendment’s Free Exercise of Reli-
gion Clause has the court persecuted indi-
vidual liberties. Those were the issues that 
were the genesis of the Southeast Law In-
stitute.  
 
In Carson v. Makin, the State of Maine 
provided tuition assistance to nonpublic 
schools but excluded sectarian schools. In 
some rural parts of Maine, there are not 
public secondary schools and in order to 
provide students with an education, the 
financial assistance was provided. The 
Plaintiffs’ in the case wanted to take ad-
vantage of the funds, but wished for their 
children to attend a Christian school. 
Maine refused and the litigation ensued.  
 
SCOTUS had previously decided Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. 
Comer (2007) (see 12-2017 Educational 
Update) and Espinoza v. Montana De-
partment of Revenue (2020) (see 12-2020 
Educational Update) both of which dealt 
favorably with use of state funds related 
to Christian education. In Carson, lower 
federal courts did not follow these cases 
making an effort to distinguish Carson 
because Maine limited the funds “based 
on the [prohibited] religious use that they 
would make of it in instructing children” 
and that Maine was only trying to provide 
“a rough equivalent of the public school 
education that Maine may permissively 

require to be secular but that it is not oth-
erwise accessible.” In a 6-3 opinion writ-
ten by Chief Justice John Roberts, Car-
son explained that Maine disqualified 
sectarian schools “solely because of their 
religious character.” A law that does this 
is subject to “strict scrutiny,” the most 
searching of judicial tests, i.e., “to satisfy 
scrutiny, government action ‘must ad-
vance interests of the highest order and 
must be narrowly tailored in pursuit of 
those interests… A law that targets reli-
gious conduct for distinctive treat-
ment…’ shall survive scrutiny only in 
rare cases.”  
 
The essence of this case is that the “state 
need not subsidize private education, but 
once the state decided to do so, it cannot 
disqualify some private schools solely 
because they are religious.” This reason-
ing restores some authority to the Free 
Exercise Clause. It does not create an 
establishment of religion. That was the 
fallacy of the earlier jurisprudence. Jus-
tice Breyer dissented from this reasoning 
by relying on the errant jurisprudence 
from the 1940’s until the 21st century. 
Here is a paragraph from his dissent 
(citations partially omitted):  
 

“On the other hand, the Establishment 
Clause commands a separation of 
church and state. A state cannot act to 
aide religion, aide all religions, or pre-
fer one religion over another. Everson 
v. Board of Education of Erwing 
(1947). This means that a state cannot 
use its public school system to aide any 
or all religious faiths or sect in the dis-
semination of their doctrines and ide-
als. Illinois Ex Rel McCollum v. Board 
of Ed of School Dist. No. 71, Cham-
paign Cty (1948). Nor may a state 
adopt programs or practices in its pub-

 
 Carson v. Makin – State Funding of Religious Education Protected  

By A. Eric Johnston 
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lic schools… which aide or oppose any 
religion. Epperson v. Arkansas (1968). 
This prohibition we have cautioned is 
absolute. See McCollum (no prayers, 
religious teaching in public schools); 
Engel v. Vitale (1962) (no prayers in 
public schools); School Dist of Abington 
Township v. Schempp (1963) (no bible 
readings in public schools); Epperson 
(no religiously tailored curriculum in 
public schools); Wallace v. Jaffree 
(1985) (no period of silence for medita-
tional prayer in public schools); Lee v. 
Weisman (1992) (no prayers during pub-
lic schools graduation); Santa Fe Indep 
School Dist. v. Doe (2000) (no prayers 
during public school football games).  

You can see the decades long jurispru-
dence that have attacked the free exercise 
of religion. The state cannot discriminate 
against religious activities, while favoring 
otherwise secular activities. Not every act 
of religious activity is an establishment of 
religion. The writers of the Constitution 
did not intend to take religion out of the 
public square, but those court opinions 
above, attempted to do so. We believe 
SCOTUS is on a better tract now to ex-
plain the proper relationship. 
 

This statement is for educational pur-

poses only. It is not intended to provide 

legal  assistance. We hope if you have 

questions or know of those who do you 

will contact us and we can assist 

through referral to one of our cooperat-

ing attorneys. 

 @ 2022 Southeast Law Institute  
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http://www.southeastlawinstitute.org/
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First and foremost, Yoga is a process of spir-

itual unfoldment. Yoga is a 5000 year old sys-

tem of self-knowledge and God-realization, the 

aim of which is unleashing the full hidden po-

tential of every aspect of the human . . . Yoga 

teaches us how to harmonize our own personal 

existence, as well as to harmonize our individ-

ual consciousness with the greater Self that is 

God.  

 

[From "What Is The Purpose Of Yoga?" By Dr. 

Frank Morales, Ph.D. 

(Sri Dharma Pravartaka Acharya)] 

Can Yoga Be "Christian?" 

What is Yoga? Yoga, a word tossed 

about so casually today in the West, 

is an umbrella term for many types 

of Yoga, and is an integral part of 

Hindu belief and practice. All forms 

of Yoga are part of a serious system-

atic spiritual path in Hinduism de-

signed to lead one to realization of 

the self as divine, and to bypass the 

mind in order to yoke with Brah-

man, the Absolute. 

 

The Yoga most practiced by Chris-

tians is Hatha Yoga. The poses 

themselves are often depictions of 

Hindu deities, and the hand posi-

tions mimic the hand positions seen 

on the statues of Hindu gods. These 

hand positions are 

called mudras and are thought to 

help manipulate and channel prana, 

a supposed divine force or breath of 

the universe. 

 

The purpose of Hatha Yoga is not 

physical and it is not to relax; it is 

part of a complex spiritual path to 

prepare the student for more ad-

vanced meditative states and 

also to lead the practitioner to 

the realization that the true 

self is divine (the Atman). The 

goal is to dis-identify with the 

body and self as one's real iden-

tity in order to reach a state of 

Self-realization; that is, to real-

ize the divine nature of Self. 

 

Many Yoga classes do not use 

the Eastern terms when teach-

ing Yoga, but disguise these 

with other terms that sound 

innocuous, such as "breathing 

techniques" for pranayama; 

"energy points" or "energy cen-

ters" for chakras; "center" for 

meditation; "poses" for asanas, 

etc. 

 

It is not as if there are no other 

forms of exercise; and Yoga is 

not really exercise anyway - it 

is a spiritual practice with a 

spiritual purpose. The spiritu-

ality of Yoga is only temporari-

ly hidden when it's marketed 

as an exercise. Here are several 

ways that reveal its core spir-

itual nature: 

 

a) The first issue of Yoga Jour-
nal in 2000 devoted itself to the 

theme that marketing Yoga as 

an exercise has been obscuring 

its spiritual roots and pur-

pose. Yoga Journal had inter-

views with Yoga teachers who 

were beginning to regret this, 

saying that it is wrong to leave 

out the spirituality. 

 

Christian Yoga: An Oxymoron? 
By Marcia Montenegro 
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b) Marketing Yoga as a physical 

practice in gyms and health clubs 

serves as a hook to bring some into 

the Yoga studios where the Yoga 

teaching is more serious and spir-

itual. 

 

c) Many Hindu Yoga masters have 

been more critical of Yoga as it is 

taught in the West, offended that it 

is being taught as a physical exer-

cise or way to de-stress, and upset 

that the spiritual aspect is being 

hidden or minimized. 

 

d) Yoga Journal articles have be-

come more spiritual in nature, since 

now Yoga has taken hold in the cul-

ture, having been marketed success-

fully as a path to health, fitness, 

and peace. 

 

e) The state of Virginia has been at-

tempting to regulate Yoga training 

schools (most schools are regulated 

but Yoga schools that train teachers 

had escaped this). The Yoga teach-

ers opposed this by defending Yoga 

as a spiritual practice, saying that 

one reason Yoga training schools 

cannot be regulated is due to Yoga's 

spiritual and non-physical nature. 

As of October 1, 2014, yoga studios 

in Washington, D.C., are subject to 

a 5.75 percent tax on yoga classes, 

viewing them as a "fitness club, fit-

ness center, or gym the purpose of 

which is physical exercise." What 

was the response of the Yoga Alli-

ance, a Yoga teacher training organ-

ization, to this tax? It was this: 

"While some practitioners use yoga 

for fitness, the majority use it to 

combat stress and anxiety, to im-

prove mental health or for spiritual 

reasons. At Yoga Alliance, we be-

lieve taxing yoga classes in the 

same category as fitness classes 

demonstrates a fundamental misun-

derstanding of the purpose and his-

tory of yoga. And in the long run, 

taxing yoga, health and wellness 

services hurts citizens and the 

city." (Source: https://

www.yogaalliance.org/benefits/

advocacy#Virginia) 

 

f) Additionally, Yoga was not a prac-

tice common to everyone in India; it 

was an esoteric practice for devoted 

followers under the guidance of gu-

rus, and aspects of Yoga were (and 

still are) considered dangerous by 

serious Yoga masters. This is be-

cause the goal is a spiritual one that 

supposedly opens one up to more 

kundalini (the serpent power alleg-

edly coiled at the base of the spine 

and which is supposed to pass up 

through the seven invisible chakras) 

and advanced meditative states (for 

which hatha Yoga is the training 

ground) which, students are told, 

can cause insanity or death. I heard 

some of this myself when involved 

with Yoga and Eastern beliefs as a 

New Ager. It doesn't matter wheth-

er these terms are used or not, or 

whether these goals are stated or 

not. Yoga is an esoteric occult prac-

tice that in the West has been asso-

ciated with youth, health, beauty, 

and peace as a marketable package. 

To sell Yoga in mainstream culture 

while divulging its true origins, as-

sociations, and purposes would 

https://www.yogaalliance.org/benefits/advocacy#Virginia
https://www.yogaalliance.org/benefits/advocacy#Virginia
https://www.yogaalliance.org/benefits/advocacy#Virginia


 

make it a marketing failure. 

Conclusion 

"Christian Yoga" is an oxymoron. 

If one removes the core aspects of 

Yoga to make it into something ac-

ceptable to Christians, then the 

breathing techniques and asanas 

need to be removed, which means 

there is then little or no Yoga at 

all. Changing the terms does not 

change Yoga, either. Just as there 

is no Christian Ouija board and no 

Christian astrology, so there is no 

Christian Yoga that is either truly 

Yoga or truly Christian. 

The bottom line is that it is disin-

genuous and disrespectful to real 

Yoga practitioners to pretend Yoga 

is just a physical activity, and it is 

deceptive to market it that way to 

anyone else. 

These two CANA articles show the 

strong spiritual roots of Yoga and 

support statements above: 

http://

www.christiananswersforthenewa

ge.org/Articles_Yoga.html 

http://

www.christiananswersforthenewa

ge.org/Articles_YogaHippies1.html 

Quotes 

"The sitting postures [asanas] act 

as natural 'tranquillizers' for the 

body, and when the physical vehi-

cle is still, the mind soon fol-

lows." Yoga for Dummies (p. 39) 

 

"Our tradition holds that if you 

meditate deeply enough, hatha 

Yoga will emerge from the inside 

out . . . That's what happened to 

Swami Kripalu. At age 38, his 

evolutionary kundalini energy 

awoke, and his body spontaneous-

ly performed all of these pos-

tures." Richard Faulds, a senior 

Yoga teacher at the Kripalu Cen-

ter for Yoga and Health in Stock-

bridge, Mass. (Yoga Journal, No-

vember 2008, p. 118). 

"Pranayama is considered as a 

fast way to awaken the kundalini. 

But if one is not prepared to take 

on this high level energy awaken-

ing then this may have negative 

effects on mind and body. So Pra-

nayama is always practiced under 

the guidance of Guru." According 

to the Hatha Yoga Pradipika, 

"one of the most authentic text 

books on Hatha Yoga, written in 

1200 AD by Swami Swatmarama, 

a great Yoga Guru who formulat-

ed the principles of Hatha Yoga 

and systematically explained var-

ious techniques, its effects on 

body, mind and states of con-

sciousness." From http://

www.Yogapoint.com/info/

article11.htm 

"The word hatha is itself an indi-

cation of the goals and objectives 

of this practice: ha means "sun," 

and tha means "moon." Thus, 

"hatha yoga" is the practice that 

enables a practitioner to balance 

his or her solar and lunar ener-

gies." (From Yoga Journal arti-
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cle "What is the Purpose of Asana?") 

"Let us see the meaning of word Ha-

tha, it is made up of Ha + Tha. 'Ha' 

means Pingala Nadi (sun principle) 

or right nostril and 'tha' means Ida 

nadi, (moon principle) or left nostril. 

Nadi means psychic passage of ener-

gy which can be compared with 

nerves in physical body. Hatha means 

balance of Ida and Pingala Nadis, or 

balancing of mental energy of Ida and 

Vital / physical energy of Pingala 

Nadi. . . . The basic purpose of Hatha 

Yoga is to purify the Ida and Pingala 

Nadis and then uniting these 2 forces 

with the third Psychic Nadi Sushum-

na, which carries Kundalini at Ajna 

Chakra (eyebrow center)." According 

to the Hatha Yoga Pradipika. 

From http://www.Yogapoint.com/info/

article11.htm 

"Exercising postures or Asanas in Ha-

tha Yoga has two essential objectives. 

The first is that to practice any real 

meditation, one needs at the least one 

posture in which one can be perfectly 

comfortable for a longer period of 

time. The more such postures one can 

master, the better the basis for devel-

oping the inner meditation tech-

niques. The second objective of exer-

cising asanas in Hatha Yoga is to 

bring health and energy to body and 

mind by opening the nadis." ("Hatha 

Yoga") 

*"Maya" is a term for illusion, a belief 

in nondualistic Hinduism that the re-

ality we perceive is actually an illu-

sion, and we must awaken to true re-

ality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL BLESSINGS 

 

Just a note to say thank you for your con-

tinued prayers and support.  Since we last 

updated you the office building we lease 

space in has been sold but thankfully our 

new landlords have allowed us to stay and 

lease from them.  

Many of you donated to build a library 

room in the basement. But ALCAP need-

ed their funds for major foundation re-

pairs that had to be done. We have saved 

the library funds in the event we need to 

move offices and/or need storage space. 
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Halloween has mixed origins that are 

disputed and not clearly based on his-

torical facts. "Halloween" comes from 

the eve of all Hallows Day (or All 

Saint's Day), which is November 1st. 

Although it occurs at a time of season-

al change called by some 

"Samhain" (the Celtic name for Octo-

ber 31, pronounced 'sow-ain'), Hallow-

een and Samhain have nothing in 

common and are not related. 

 

Halloween in the United States is a 

commercial holiday that candy com-

panies are very happy about. There 

are a lot of folklore tales and legends 

about some of the practices on Hal-

loween, but little or no historical evi-

dence to back those up. 

 

Although some may choose to cele-

brate the darker side of what they 

consider Halloween to be, such as 

scary images; costumes of witches, 

ghosts, devils; horror movies; or other 

spooky material, one can choose not to 

do so. 

 

Handing out candy, trick or treating, 

and carving pumpkins are not pagan 

activities. No matter what the tales 

are that supposedly give pagan ori-

gins to these -- and there is little evi-

dence for those -- doing them is not a 

spiritual activity but a cultural and 

commercial one. 

Halloween is one of the eight sacred 

or special days of celebration for 

many in the Pagan community. How-

ever, there is no evidence that any 

group uses this day as a day of sacri-

ficing animals or people, and Chris-

tians therefore should not assume 

this nor believe wild stories about 

such practices, nor should Chris-

tians spread such stories. Chris-

tians need to remember the com-

mandment about not bearing false 

witness. Pagan holidays are con-

nected to the Pagans' reverence 

for nature and the seasonal chang-

es; sometimes these beliefs incor-

porate and celebrate the stories of 

various pagan gods. And no mat-

ter what beliefs people hold, as 

Christians we are called on to re-

spect all people because all men 

have been created in the image of 

God. 

Christians should not buy into ru-

mors that witches or Satanists are 

killing people or sacrificing them 

on this day. Christians should con-

sider Halloween a good day to 

pray for those in the occult, that 

they would come to know the love 

and grace of Christ, and the for-

giveness of sins through trusting 

Christ as the Savior who shed His 

blood on the cross for them. This is 

the message they need to hear in 

love. 

As for trick-or-treating, that is up 

to the individual parent. Certain-

ly, one hopes that Christians 

would not let their child dress up 

as a witch, demon, devil, ghost, or 

other figure that belongs to the 

world of death or the occult. 

Churches can offer alternative cel-

ebrations, such as a harvest day, 

and invite the area children to 

come play games, have treats, and 

hear Bible stories. 

Since Halloween is my birthday, I 
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have a special concern for this day. It 

is ever a personal reminder to me of 

the passage of time, and a reminder of 

those in the occult who embrace dark-

ness and need the Light of Christ. 

Jesus read in the Temple these words 

from Isaiah 61: "'The Spirit of the Lord 

is on me, because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor, He 

has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners and recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the oppressed, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.' 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the attendant and sat down. 

The eyes of everyone in the synagogue 

were fastened on him, and he began 

by saying to them, 'Today this scrip-

ture is fulfilled in your hear-

ing.'" (Luke 4:18-21; Jesus was the ful-

fillment of Isaiah's prophecy). 

"For he has rescued us from the do-

minion of darkness and brought us in-

to the Kingdom of the Son he loves, in 

whom we have redemption, the for-

giveness of sins." (Colossians 1:13-14). 

Conclusions: 

What really matters is how Halloween 

is viewed in the culture today and how 

it is observed. Although October 31st 

happens to be a pagan holiday, this 

does not mean the day is inherently 

evil because a day cannot be evil. Eve-

ry day is a gift from the Lord: 

 

"This is the day the Lord has made, 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm 

118:24 

 

There are different accounts of the ori-

gins of Halloween, and scant historical 

verification for much of what you may 

read. Again, origins do not matter as 

 much as how it is celebrated now. 

 

Those who choose not to partici-

pate in Halloween, if their reasons 

are based on facts and not myths, 

should follow that desire. Those 

who are okay with Halloween 

should follow their choice. And no 

one should be criticized for those 

choices. 

 

What matters even more is the on-

going promotion throughout the 

year of the occult in books, movies, 

TV shows, and video games. So 

why focus so much on one day? 
 

Before trusting 

Christ, Marcia 

Montenegro was a 

professional as-

trologer and was 

involved in East-

ern and New Age 

practices for many 

years. Through her ministry, 

Christian Answers for the New 

Age, Marcia speaks around the 

country and on radio, and 

writes on New Age and occult 

topics.  

http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/

default.html 

http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/default.html
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/default.html


 

merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human 
race, was preserved free from all  
original sin, is a doctrine revealed by God and 
therefore to be believed firmly and constantly 
by all the faithful." (3) 
 
This is not a suggestion by the Pope, rather an 
edict, something to be obeyed by all Catholics. 
How serious is it to reject this? The same Pope 
said, "Hence, if anyone shall dare--which God 
forbid--to think otherwise than has been de-
fined by us, let him know and understand that 
he is condemned by his own judgment; that he 
has suffered shipwreck in the faith; that he has 
separated from the unity of the Church; and 
that furthermore, by his own action he incurs 
the penalties established by law if he should 
dare to express in words or writing or by other 
outward means the errors he thinks in his 
heart."(4) 
 
Virtually, all catechisms of the Catholic 
Church teach the sinless perfection of Mary. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, second 
edition, affirms the same. On page 252, para-
graph 966, it says," Finally the Immaculate 
Virgin, preserved free from all original sin, 
when the course of her earthly life was fin-
ished, was taken up body and soul into heav-
enly glory,..."(5) Not only does the Roman 
Catholic Church teach she was without sin, it 
teaches she never died. 
                                       
 TO PRAY OR NOT TO PRAY TO MARY 

 
It is logical for Catholics to make a connection 
between Mary's sinless human nature and 
praying to her. All Catholics are not necessari-
ly in agreement on all things including praying 
to Mary. However, we should not kid our-
selves about language. Some say they don't 
pray to Mary, but they ask Mary to pray for 
them either to the Father or to the Son. Wheth-
er it is asking Mary or the saints in heaven to 
pray for them, it is still using words that are in 
fact the same as praying. Asking, beseeching, 
urging, appealing, petitioning, communing 
with, talking to, etc., are all used as synonyms 

for praying.  
 
Although some do not want to admit they 
are praying to Mary, the Catholic Church 
openly endorses praying to Mary. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, sec-
ond edition, says, "Mary is the perfect 
Orans (pray-er), a figure of the Church. 
When we pray to her, we are adhering 
with her to the plan of the Father, ...We 
can pray with her and to her. The Church 
is sustained by the prayer of Mary and 
united with it in hope."(6)  
 
Also, consider the following from the 
third novena of another Catholic source: 
"O Mother of Perpetual Help, thou art 
the dispenser of all the gifts which God 
grants to us miserable sinners; and for 
this end He has made thee so powerful, 
so rich, and so bountiful, in order that 
thou mayest help us in our misery. Thou 
art the advocate of the most wretched 
and abandoned sinners who have re-
course to thee.  
 
In thy hands I place my eternal salvation, 
and to thee I entrust my soul. Count me 
among thy most devoted servants; take 
me under thy protection, and it is enough 
for me. For, if thou protect me, I fear 
nothing; not from my sins, because thou 
wilt obtain for me the pardon of them; 
nor from the devils, because thou art 
more powerful than all hell together; nor 
even from Jesus, my judge, because by 
one prayer from thee He will be ap-
peased.  
 
But one thing I fear: that in the hour of 
temptation I may through negligence fail 
to have recourse to thee and thus perish 
miserably. Obtain for me, therefore, the 
pardon of my sins, love for Jesus, final 
perseverance, and the grace ever to have 
recourse to thee, O Mother of Perpetual 
Help."(7) 
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RESPONSE 
 
The prayer above confirms what the Cath-
olic Church teaches in regard Mary being 
sinless and the issue of praying to her. In 
reference to the latter, we encounter the 
issue of praying to the dead. There is no 
Old or New Testament approval of this. 
Instead, the Bible looks upon this as a pa-
gan practice and equivalent to necroman-
cy (conjuring of the spirits of the dead) 
which is condemned in Deuteronomy 18: 
10-13. 
 
Addressing Mary as 'the dispenser of all 
gifts' is to mean that no salvific benefit 
can come to us without her mediation. 
The St. Peter Catechism of the Catholic 
Church asks, "Did God will to make our 
redemption and all its consequences de-
pend upon the free consent of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary?" The Catechism answers, 
"God willed that our redemption and all 
its consequences should depend on the 
free consent of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary."(8)  
 
Salvation through the Catholic faith is not 
possible without Mary. Mark Miraville, a 
leading advocate of Marian theology, 
states, "It is in the light of Mary's unique 
and intimate cooperation with the Re-
deemer, both at the incarnation...and at 
the work of redemption at Calvary...that 
the Church has invoked Mary under the 
title "Coredemptrix."(9) Also, Pope Leo 
XIII wrote, “Every grace granted to man 
has three degrees in order: for by God, it 
is communicated to Christ, from Christ it 
passes to the Virgin, and from the Virgin 
it descends to us."(10)  
 
Granting Mary or any of the saints such a 
prominent position in salvation means 
that our Lord has other competitors for 
His one and only advocacy for us. Having 
others mediating between Him and man-
kind is contrary to biblical theology. 
Scripture says, "There is only one media-

tor between God and man, and that is the 
man Christ Jesus" (I Tim. 2:5). It is so be-
cause He, not Mary, angels, or saints, is 
qualified as our only mediator and it is to 
Him and Him only that we have access to 
our heavenly Father for salvation. As Luke 
says in Acts 4:12, “

 
And there 

is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among 
men

[a]
 by which we must be saved.”        
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